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Satisfied 
By Alice M. Turner 
Psalm 17:5 


HEN I awake from earth’s dark 
night, 
And catch a glimpse of Heaven’s light, 
How satisfied my soul will be, 
As Glory’s vista bursts on me 
When I awake! 


When I awake all doubts will fly, 
Faith will be sight beyond the sky; 

My eager eyes will come to rest, 
Upon the One I love the best, 

When I awake! 


When I awake and then behold 
In righteousness, the One who rolled 
My sins away — He'll satisfy, 
And still my longing heart’s deep cry, 
When I awake! 
we 


The Lost Art of Meditation 


Much of the value of Bible study 
can be lost without meditation. There 
has undoubtedly been a great increase 
in knowledge of the Bible in this cen- 
tury. A greater love for it among Chris- 
tians and a desire for a better under- 
standing has been promoted by the mul- 
tiplying Bible conferences, summer 
camps, Bible institutes, radio broadcasts, 
and series of meetings led by Bible 
teachers in evangelical churches. But 
life is so complex that the art of serious, 
connected thinking has been somewhat 


damaged. Richard Baxter (1615-1691) 
has some fine things to say on medita- 
tion, among.them these words: “As 
digestion turns food into . . . blood, for 
vigorous health, so meditation turns the 
truths received and remembered into 
warm affection, firm resolution, and holy 
conversation. This meditation is the act- 
ing of all the powers of the soul. It is 
the work of the living, and not of the 
dead. And supposing thee to be a 
Christian, I am now exhorting thee to 
be an active Christian. And it is the 
work of the soul I am setting thee to, 
for bodily exercise doth here profit but 
little. And it must have all the powers 
of the soul to distinguish it from the 
common meditation of students; for the 
understanding is not the whole soul, and 
therefore cannot do the whole work. . 

It is the mistake of Christians to think 
that meditation is only the work of the 
understanding and memory; when every 
schoolboy can do this, or persons that 


~ 


hate the things which they think on. So 
that you see there is more to be done 
than barely to remember and think of 
Heaven. As some labors not only stir a 
hand or a foot, but exercise the whole 
body; so doth meditation the whole soul, 
As the affections of sinners are set on 
the world, are turned to idols, and fallen 
from God, as well as their understanding; 
so must their affections be reduced 
[limited] to God, as well as the under- 
standing; and as their whole soul was 
filled with sin before, so the whole. must 
be filled with God now. See David's 
description of the blessed man: ‘His de- 
light is in the law of the Lord, and in 
his law doth he meditate day . and 
night.’” More meditation would bring 
rich blessing to our own hearts and 
make us fruitful in ministering to others, 
Paul exhorted Timothy, “Meditate. upon 
these’ things; give thyself wholly to 
them; that thy profiting may appear to 
all” (1 Tim, 4:15). 
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Tertius, Paul’s Scribe 


Translated from the French of Henri Eberhard by Ernest Gordon 


“I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute 
you in the Lord” (Rom. 16:22), 


T FIRST sight this text awakens 
A our surprise. As far as.I know, no 

one apart from the tendentious ex- 
aggerations of.some exegetes, doubts that 
the Epistle to the Romans was the work 
of the Apostle Paul. Yet we have here, 
“TI, Tertius, wrote this letter.” 

It needs little reflection to understand 
the apparent contradiction. The apostle 
dictated to a scribe who faithfully 
traced on a parchment the characters, 
words, phrases, 

We know that the great missionary 
suffered from his eyes. Many passages 
scattered through his epistles authorize 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 














us in believing this. Theologians even 
think that this malady, probably a puru- 
lent ophthalmia, was the famous “thorn 
in the flesh” of the Second Epistle to’ the 
Corinthians. It often prevented Paul 
from speaking in public, sometimes from 
traveling, especially in summertime. It 
was a great hindrance to writing. 

So the author of that incomparable 
monument of Christian thought, that 
keystone of the whole dogmatic of the 
faith and even of all knowledge of Chris. 
tian truths—the author of this master- 
piece was unable to write it with his 
own hand. 

What a contrast in circumstances! 

I think of St. Augustine in the Milan 
garden. When he heard the child’s voice 
near by calling, “Take, read,” he picked 
up the Gospel left on the old stone 
bench. His eyes fell on chapter 13 of 
Romans, “Let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness” (rioting, drunken- 
ness, wantonness) and, “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” That was the turn- 
ing point of his conversion, 

I think of Martin Luther at the con- 
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vent of Erfurt. The unhappy. monk, in 
spite of his watchings and fasts and pen- 
itences, still sought peace of mind. Sud- 
denly, when studying eagerly the Scrip- 
tures he came to the fourth chapter of 
Romans, “Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted unto him for righteous- 
ness.” Heavenly light entered the poor 
monk’s soul. He had no more to do for 
his justification. That is the work of 
God who justifies. Then he thundered 
out the fifth chapter with its veritable 
hymn, “Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Reforma- 
tion was born out of that text of “the 
golden epistle.” Whenever the teaching 
of the Church needs rectification, it is 
to the Epistle to the Romans, this spir- 
itual charter, that it returns, 

And the original text of this precious 
document is the work of an humble man 
of whom nothing else is known but that 
he faithfully transcribed the words dic- 
tated by the admirable doctor, himself 
unable to do it because of his infirmity. 

Oh, the greatness and the littleness of 
man! Oh, the mystery of the ways of 
God! 

I know souls who suffer from this per- 
petual antinomy. I mean these constant 
contradictions between the absoluteness 
of God, His work of infinite beauty, His 
perfection, His sovereignty, and the pol- 
lution, the limitations, the pitiable 
earthly contingencies in the midst of 
which they live. Since God has put a 
part of’ Himself into our humility, we 
must learn to know our limitations, our 
abasements, our inevitable imperfections. 
Jesus was born in a stable .. . was mis- 
understood by most. In the history of 
the Church it has ever been so. Church 
history is all interpenetrated with the 
human. This our human condition we 
must accept humbly. 

We understand all this when we think 
of Paul, sick, unable of himself to write 
a letter, who needed the help of one 
stronger. The exegetes have often pic- 
tured him writing his letters, walking 
back and forth, speaking, stopping, tak- 
ing up again the thread of his discourse, 
throwing himself on his knees in prayer, 
rising again and resuming his dictation. 
This, they say, explains the “spoken” style 
of the Pauline letters, their rush, their 
involvements, their sudden stops, their 
parentheses, their unexpected gaps in 
the argument. Here are the broken 
phrases of the improvising speaker; also 
the sincere tone, the natural, effortless 
accents. The apostle is not a professor 
who teaches. He is a Christian of genius 
who recounts what the Spirit has re- 
vealed to his spirit, truths which do not 
come naturally to the human heart and 
which are not the fruit of reasonings, 
but a bubbling: forth from a_ spring 
whose source is the wisdom of: God, 

“Yet who does not realize the incon- 
veniences of such dictation at the time 
when there were no gold pens or foun- 
tain-pen ink; when it took long to move 
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across the thick parchment; when the 
scribe was little trained in the art of 
writing. 

What a struggle between the two men, 
one who wants to follow without delay 
a luminous thought like an oblique ray 
of the sun lighting a room with closed 
shutters; the other protesting, “Not so 
fast! I am not there yet.” 

The one suddenly sees a star sparkle 
and pronounces a word incomparable for 
defining the richness of spiritual depths; 
the other asks: “What is that word? 
How do you pronounce it? How is it 
written?” 

Poor men that we are! What a strug- 
gle with weakness, with inefficiency, 
with the difficulties inherent in our in- 
capacities. The great apostle was unable 
even to sign his masterly letter. An un- 
known scribe, Tertius, took upon him- 
self to do it: “I, Tertius, who wrote this 
epistle, salute you.” 

What a lesson in humility, in renun- 
ciation! It will ever be forbidden us 
here below to glorify ourselves in any 
manner. All is by grace. Our works, 
even, are a miracle of God across our 
weakness. What matter! God blesses 
us. One can only cry out in an excess 
of joy and gratitude, “O God, is it pos- 
sible that, nevertheless and in spite of 
all, I have been able to do something for 
Thee?” 

It remains now only to add a few 
words regarding Tertius, he who put his 
little knowledge and art in the hands 
of the Lord, a Christian who accom- 
plished his task, did his duty, finished 
the work given him to do. He was what 
Baruch was to the Prophet Jeremiah. 

If he sends salutations and recalls the 
part he has played, it is certainly not 
to boast of a distinguished feat. He adds 
to the incomparable letter a friendly 
postscript, nothing more. 





Coming Next Week 


MERICA likes to be known as 

a Christian nation. But, in 
reality, she is a nation of idolators, 
worshiping idols just as real as 
those found in darkest Africa. 
Worse yet, her idolatry permeates 
the professing Christian church, 
Do these statements startle you? 
Then you will want to read the 
proof of them, set forth in 
Mr. Vance Havner’s two articles, 
“Strange Gods in the Professing 
Church,” the first of which will be 
in next week’s SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES, 

The story of one local Y.W.C.A. 
group that is standing true to 
God’s Word against the tide of a 
social gospel, the dance, and Com- 
munism is also told in next week’s 
Sunpay Scnoor Times. It is titled, 
“A Y.W.C.A. True to the Word.” 
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Are we not all Tertiuses, or at leas 
what more can we be — unknown folk 
who put their gifts at the service of the 
Master .. . third-rate folk (which is the 
exact translation of Tertius)? By means 
of such, God moves the centuries ang 
works among His own. We salute, thee 
humble scribe, who took down, under 
inspiration, the great Epistle that now 
rules the Church and will rule it as 
long as it extends its spiritual empire op 
this earth. Salute thee who, in clumsy 
characters, wrote down an_ eternal 
thought of God! Salute thee, poor 
worker of revelation! May thy conse. 
crated hands be blessed ! 


This is the third editorial, translated from 
the French by Ernest Gordon, which has 
been taken from the book entitled ‘Para. 
boles,”. a collection of sermons by Pastor 
Henri Eberhard, president of the Regional 
Council of the Twelfth Synodical District 
(Alpes-Rhone) of the Reformed Church of 
France (15 Quai St.-Clair, Lyon, France) 
There is no English translation of his book. 
The first two. editorials from this book were 
published in the Times March 19 and August 
20, and one more will be published in a 
coming issue. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


A Record in Sending School 
Attendance ? 


_ Would you be interested in this 
item? Mr. Fred Curry, Mt. Sterling, 
Ill., has attended Sunday school in the 
same church for 72 years, missing but 
two Sundays, once when his mother 
died and again when the house caught 
on fire. My mother was his teacher in 
the Primary Class where she taught 
many years.—A California reader, 
This is, indeed, a remarkable record, 
perhaps one of the best in the country. 
According to these figures, Mr. Curry 
has attended Sunday school for at least 
3,742 Sundays, allowing fifty-two Sun- 
days to each of the 72 years. His ab- 
sences on the two Sundays were cer- 


‘tainly unavoidable, and he would have 


been more open to criticism for being 
present than absent on those days. This 
long record of attendance shows that 
Mr. Curry had unusual perseverance and 
determination in overcoming obstacles, 
for which he is to be commended. It is 
also an evidence of God’s great blessing 
upon him, for he must have had un- 
usually good health and been so placed, 
as to his home and work, that he could 
attend Sunday school regularly. He 
could say with Paul, “Having therefore 
obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day” (Acts 26:22). Perhaps he 
would also be willing to say with the 
Psalmist, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake” (Psa 
115:1). It is not given to every faithful 
servant of God, even with the best of 
intentions and the hardiest perseverance, 
to attend one church or Sunday school 
for so long. 
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Hymns Inspired Amid Life's Daily Tale” ™ 


Ten Christian songs tested in the everyday duties 
of the shop and home 


ANY of us are familiar with what 
M might be termed “timely hymns,” 

i.e., hymns suited to the day, 
yes, and even to the second. A good 
weekly hymn is that of John Newton, 
“Safely through another week.” A fine 
daily hymn is that of Cecil Frances Alex- 
ander, “Jesus calls us o’er the tumult,” 
with the line, “Day by day His sweet voice 
soundeth, saying, ‘Christian, follow me,’” 
A helpful hourly hymn is the one from 
the pen of another woman, Anne Sher- 
wood Hawks, “I need Thee every hour.” 
And there is also a hymn for each pass- 
ing second, “Moment by moment, I'm 
kept in His love,” by D. W. Whittle. But 
do we know that many of our hymns 
were inspired as men and women went 
about their daily tasks? 


<7] EAVE God to order all thy ways,” 

L a hymn by Georg Neumark (1621- 
1681) was written after the author had 
been delivered from a succession of mis- 
fortunes. Shortly after the Thirty Years 
War, he found it-difficult to obtain even 
a livelihood. Sickness obliged him to 
part with his violincello. As he handed 
the instrument to the loan shark, he 
fondled it lovingly and asked if he 
might not have the privilege of playing 
one more tune upon it. His petition was 
granted, and he commenced a melody so 
exquisitely soft, that even the reluctant 
Jew listened in spite of himself. Then 
he rushed from the place, but, in so do- 
ing, he stumbled against a person who 
evidently had been listening at the door. 

“Could you tell me where I could 
obtain a copy of that song?” he politely 
asked. “I would willingly give you a 
florin for it.” 

Georg Neumark answered, “I will 
cheerfully fulfill your wish without the 
florin.” 

The newly found friend was John 
Gutig who was valet to the Swedish 
ambassador, Baron von Rosenkranz. 
Gutig told the baron the story of the 
hapless Neumark, his poverty, his musi- 
eal skill, his beautiful hymns, and above 
all his grief at parting with his instru- 
ment. As a consequence, Neumark was 
engaged as the baron’s secretary. 

We can be sure that thereupon he lost 
no time in reclaiming his beloved violin- 
cello, and, obtaining it, called together 
his friends. In a few minutes the room 
was crowded, eager once again to hear 
him play. Soon Neumark broke into 
the strains of his beautiful hymn: 

Leave God to order all thy ways, 

And hope in Him, whate’er betide; 

Thou'lt find Him, in the evil days, 

Thine all-sufficient strength and guide. 

Who trusts in God's unchanging love, 


Builds on the rock that naught can 
“ move. 


“Only the saved have reason to 
sing,” says Dr. Graham Scroggie. 
“To chuckle inwardly is not good 
enough; chant aloud, and let the 
people hear . . . and as the hearers 
catch our inspiration the solo will 
become a chorus.” 

Dr. Hagedorn, the pastor of Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Phil- 
adelphia, has brought together the 
stories of men and women who 
“chanted aloud” as they went about 
their work and who thereby have 
created a great volume of praise and 
worship in the Christian church. 








When Neumark was asked if he had 
composed the hymn himself, he modestly 
replied: 

“Well, yes: I am the instrument, but 
God swept the strings. All I know ‘is 
that these words, ‘Who trusts in God’s 
unchanging loye,’ lay like a soft burden 
upon my heart. I went over them again 
and again, so they shaped themselves 
into this song; how, I cannot tell. I 
began to sing and to pray for joy, and 
my soul blessed the Lord; and word fol- 
lowed word, like water from a fountain.” 

From out the experience of his dis- 
couragement and trial Georg Neumark 
saw the directing hand of God, and he 
would express it in song. 


6¢ JESUS, and shall it ever be,” was 
written by Joseph Grigg (1729- 
1768), for some time a Presbyterian min- 
ister. The hymn, however, was written 
some years before he undertook the 
divine calling. It would seem that, when 
a lad, he worked in an iron foundry. 
The older men there seemed to take a 
particular delight in heaping persecution 
upon the little fellow because of his 
faithful adherence to the faith. The fact 
that he remained in that environment 
until he was twenty-five, when he left to 
take up the study for the Christian min- 
istry, is an evidence that he remained 
steadfast and true to his Lord. This 
hymn, then, is another which came right 
out of life as it is lived every day. 

A friend described the Rev. Grigg, fol- 
lowing his death, as “the friend of the 
poor, the charm of the social circle, and 
the attractive and useful preacher.” The 
work to which he devoted most of his 
time and talents, not mentioned in this 
brief obituary, is writing. Following his 
marriage, the Rev. Mr. Grigg retired to 
St. Albans, and there devoted himself to 
literary labors. He wrote a considerable 
number of hymns, but only two still 
have wide usefulness, the one mentioned 
above, and, “Behold, a Stranger at the 
door.” 


By the REV. IVAN H. HAGEDORN, D.D. 


¢¢ID LEST be the tie that binds,” was 

written by John Fawcett (1740- 
1817), and is another hymn that found 
its inspiration in a real life experience. 
The author was the brilliant young min- 
ister and pastor, serving a small congre- 
gation in Yorkshire, A call had come to 
him, in the year 1772, from a big London 
church. It was so attractive that young 
Fawcett felt he could not wisely reject 
it. But still he loved his flock so much. 
However, he preached his farewell ser- 
mon, and the wagons stood waiting, 
loaded with furniture and books. Mem- 
bers of the congregation stood about, 
brokenhearted, waiting for their young 
pastor and wife to depart. But that was 
not easy, for men, women, and children, 
with sad and tearful faces, clung to the 
young couple. Finally, overcome with 
the affection of those they were leaving, 
Mr. Fawcett and his wife, sat down on 
one of the packing cases and gave way 
to their grief. 

“Oh, John,” cried the wife, “I cannot 
bear this; I know not how to go.” 

“Nor I either,” said the husband, “and 
we will not go. The wagons will be un- 
loaded, and everything put back in its 
place.” 

The people, we can imagine, were 
filled with intense joy at this decision. 
Mr. Fawcett dispatched a message to 
London explaining the situation, and 
then resolutely. returned to his work in 
his small church with its pittance of a 
salary. Out of this experience was born 
the hymn, “Blest be the tie that binds.” 


¢¢ JESUS, I my cross have taken,” was 

written by Henry Francis Lyte 
(1793-1847). The writer entered college 
with the thought of becoming a doctor, 
but he changed his plans and became a 
minister of the Church of England in- 
stead. Upon graduation, he took a charge 
at Brixham, in South Devon, and here 
he labored faithfully for a quarter of a 
century. It would appear that Henry 
Francis Lyte had been in the ministry 
for a considerable time before he had 
a real heart-experience of Christ. He 
was one time called to the bedside of a 
neighboring clergyman, who was on the 
brink of death. Strangely enough, he 
was totally unprepared to meet with his 
Maker. Reverend Mr. Lyte found him- 
self equally in the dark, and unable to 
afford much comfort. Together, these 
two men turned to Paul’s Epistles in 
search of peace and hope. And together 
they found what they sought. The one 
clergyman died, as Mr. Lyte said: 
“Happy under the belief that though he 
had deeply erred, there was one whose 
death and sufferings would atone for his 
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delinquencies;“and ‘be accepted for al 
that he had incurred.” : 

Henry Francis Lyte confessed, “I was 
greatly affected by the whole matter, 
and brought to look at life and its issue 
with a different eye than before, and I 
began to study my Bible and preach in 
another manner than I had previously 
done.” Deeply touched by the incident, 
he took charge of the children left by 
his departed friend, thereby assuming 
heavy burdens and responsibilities. Out 
of this experience came the hymn, above 
mentioned. The experience not only in- 
spired the whole ministry of Henry 
Francis Lyte, but the hymn drawn from 
that experience has inspired each suc- 
cessive generation. 





6¢ TESUS, Saviour, pilot me,” was writ- 

lees by Edward Hopper (1818-1888). 
The writer worked among seafaring 
men, Often, he listened to them as they 
recounted the experiences they under- 
went as they sailed the seven seas. He 
readily, absorbed the words suggestive 
of the sea. When he came to write the 
hymn, we find that many word pictures 
make the hymn real and impressive. 
The Rev. Mr. Hopper was the pastor of 
the Mariner’s Church at New York har- 
bor, often referred to as “the Church 
of the Sea and Land.” Lafayette College 
gave him the degree of Doctor of Divin- 
ity in 1871. It was in the same year that 
his well-known hymn was published in 
“The Sailor’s Magazine.” It is all too 
evident that the hymn came out of his 
experiences with the brave, hearty men 
of the sea. You can feel it as you sing: 

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me 

Over life’s tempestuous sea; 

Unknown waves before me roll, 

Hiding rock and ‘treacherous shoal; 

Chart and compass come from Thee; 

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 





oc Y HOPE is built on nothing less,” 

by Edward Mote (1797-1874), is 
another great hymn that has come out 
of an everyday experience. The author 
was the son of a keeper of a tavern. In 
speaking of his youth, he once said: 
“My Sundays were spent in the streets. 
So ignorant was I that I did not know 
that there was a God.” However, he re- 
ceived some little schooling and learned 
the business of cabinetmaking, which 
craft he followed for some years. 

It was during the serving of his time 
as apprentice in this trade that he had 
his first experience in church. His mas- 
ter took him one Sunday to the House 
of God. The preacher was the Rev. J. 
Hyatt, and the young Edward Mote was 
converted. He became a member of the 
Baptist Church, and later was honored 
in being given the privilege of preaching 
in that communion. For twenty-six 


years, he preached the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Just before his death, 
he said: “The truths I have been preach- 
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ing I am now living upon, and they do 
very well to die upon.” 

It was while he plied his trade as cab- 
inetmaker that he had the inspiration 
to write the hymn with which his name 
is linked. He says that it “flowed into 
his mind one morning, as he was walk- 
ing up Holborn Hill, London, on his way 
to work.” The mighty, supporting truths 
of the Gospel were his theme. Before 
the day was done, he had written four 
verses and the chorus. Bishop Bicker- 
steth has called it a grand hymn of faith. 
The author confesses that when he read 
them to a dying friend, they afforded 
him great comfort. What a world we 
would have if more people, on their way 
to work, would so devote their minds 
and their hearts to God, that He would 
whisper His great steadying truths into 
their ears! 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 


yey froomeeny is a green hill far away,” 
came out of an experience in the 
life of Cecil Frances Alexander (1823- 
1895). The wife of the Bishop of Derry, 
and Primate of all England, she indeed 
accounted the whole world her parish. 
She was always indefatigable in her 
ministrations among the poor and needy 
of the parish. To use the language of a 
native, she would be out in all kinds of 
weather, when “it was not fit for the 
likes of her” so to endanger herself. Her 
husband, who in later years wrote her 
biography, pictures her as going “from 
one home to another, from one bed of 
sickness to another, from one sorrow to 
another.” 

It was while engaged with one such 
visit that the inspiration came to her 
to write the beautiful poem alluded to. 
She sat one night by the bedside of a 
sick girl, a member of her Sunday school 
class, who was tossing in delirium, hov- 
ering between life and death. As Mrs. 
Alexander waited and watched, the 
words of the poem were suggested to 
her. A _ great lover of children, she 
would always strive to fit her sentiments 
to the child level. She undoubtedly 
hoped that the little poem she wrote that 
night would be the means of interesting 
the little child, at whose bedside she sat. 
Hers was indeed the happy knack of 
presenting thought pictorially. She rec- 
ognized the child’s love of incident, and 
that brightness was a means of capturing 
the juvenile mind. An ardent church 
woman, she wrote many of her hymns 
in illustration of the great declarations 
of the Apostle’s Creed. 





6¢7 LOVE to steal awhile away,” is one 

of the greatest hymns of devotion 
we have. It was written by Phoebe 
Hinsdale Browne (1783-1861) under most 
interesting circumstances. Orphaned at 
an early age the author was “kicked up” 
rather than brought up. She was eight- 
een years of age before she could even 
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read. Marriage did little to improve her 
material circumstances. The house in 
which she moihered her brood had but 
one finished room, where was confined 
sick sister. Often Mrs, Browne would be 
hard pressed by the innumerable house. 
hold cares, the growing family of chil. 
dren, the needs of an invalid sister. So 
with the evening she would. steal away 
to a near-by garden for prayer and 
meditation. 

Some of her neighbors eyed these ram- 
bles in the dusk with suspicion, for, 
when Mrs. Browne would return, night 
had settled upon the earth. They put 
their own construction upon them, and 
soon the tongue of gossip was busy, 
When the rumors reached the ears of 
Mrs. Browne, instead of becoming furi- 
ous, she sat down and wrote a poem, 
under the title, “An Apology for My 
Twilight Rambles: Addressed to a 
Lady.” From these lines the great poem 
was taken. There is little doubt that 
the reason why this hymn is accounted 
the greatest among the prayer hymns, is 
because it was offered by a heart deeply 
moved by an unforgettable experience, 

What a variety of sources do our 
hymns have. It certainly is true that 
the authors cf our hymns literally are 
found “in every condition, in sickness. 
in health, in poverty’s vale, and abound- 
ing in wealth.” Phoebe Hinsdale Browne 
sang her song out of a vale of poverty 
and misunderstanding. There was not 
in her house even a nook or a corner to 
which she could retire for a bit of 
prayer. But what a home it turned out 
to be! The oldest son of this saintly 
woman became the first missionary to 
Japan, and one of her grandchildren as- 
sembled the first hymnal in the native 
language of India. All who honor God, 
will be honored of God. Phoebe Browne 
is an illustration of a loyal lover of 
Jesus Christ who was crowned with 
glory and honor. 





<¢¢7 NEED Thee every hour,” written by 
‘Annie Sherwood Hawks _ (1835- 
1918), is still another hymn coming out 
of life’s everyday experiences. The 
author was a bustling housewife who 
one morning so precticed the presence 
of God that He seemed to be right beside 
her as she cleaned and dusted. No sol- 
emn church service or no transfiguring 
experience is required for the writing 
of a good hymn. A home can be a 
cathedral if Christ is.there, and a cathe- 
dral can be but a pile of stones if He 
is absent. He was real to Mrs. Hawks 
that morning, and she began to think 
just how forlorn and helpless she would 
be without Him. Pausing awhile from 
her busy activitv, she sat down and 
wrote the poem thrt sang itself into her 
heart that morning. Her pastor, Dr. 
Robert Lowry comvosed the happy tune 
to which it is set. 
The author, one day, commenting upon 
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i, Children’s Choir inc Smell ‘Church 


Stimulating parent interest, church attendance, and worship by 
using Primary and Junior boys and girls in the church services 


AVE you a “choir problem” in your 
H small church? Is your adult choir 
“temperamental,” or difficult to get to- 
gether for practice? A junior choir may 
be just what your church needs, 

Without a trained director, with only 
ordinary voices, and at very little ex- 
pense, it is possible to conduct a chil- 
dren’s choir in a small church. I know, 
for I have seen it done. 

A few years ago, the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Montpelier, Vt. 
(membership less than 200), looked 
about for someone who could play the 
piano, who loved ‘the Lord and loved 
children. He found a young woman who 
had recently started teaching in the 
Sunday school, and shared with her his 
idea. Inexperienced, but willing, she 
agreed to try. 

Parental co-operation was easy to 
secure. One mother, whose little girl 
was of choir age, offered her home for 
rehearsals, saving the church fuel. Other 
mothers at different times made their 
homes available, so the burden did not 
fall entirely on one. 

Immediately after school, on a conve- 
nient week day, proved a suitable time 
for rehearsal. The children in the Pri- 
mary and Junior departments in the 
Sunday school were invited, the only 
stipulation being that they must be able 
to read. This, of course, eliminated the 
first and second graders. Since girls 
happened to be in the majority in these 
age groups just then, the two or three 
boys who came at first soon dropped out. 
The director made no great effort to hold 
them, deciding that, in her inexperience, 
she could do better with girls alone, 


¢ HAT shall we do for music?” was 

the next question. Examination 
of sample copies of a dozen different 
children’s hymnals resulted in the de- 
cision to compile their own. One scrap- 
book, with music for piano, was made, 
adding new numbers from week to week, 
and mimeographed sheets of words were 
put in attractive ten-cent-store binders. 
Since the singing was to be almost en- 
tirely in, unison, and most of the chil- 
dren could not read music, this proved 
very satisfactory. “Can the children un- 
derstand the message?” and; “Is the 
music suited to children’s voices?” were 
the chief standards for selection. Less 
familiar standard church hymns figured 
largely. 

Children are most interested in what 
they themselves manage, so the choir 
Was organized with officers, elected by 
the choir, to handle the various respon- 
sibilities. The president presided at 
each rehearsal. In the opening season 


By SHIRLEY N. WOOD 


of prayer, the children remembered the 
needs of the church, missionary, and 
personal requests, as well as the choir’s 
own needs for guidance and blessing in 
their singing. “Only God’s help can 
make our music a blessing,” they were 
admonished, and they learned to pray 
for the minister and for the rest of the 
service, as well as their own part. 

Attendance at rehearsals is a chronic 
choir problem. In this case, the ques- 
tion was put up to the choir members 
themselves. Everyone was eager to sing 
on Sunday, so they voted that no one 
might sing who had not been present at 
one, at least, of the preceding two re- 
hearsals. Since each choir number was 
introduced at least two weeks before its 
presentation, this guaranteed a reason- 
able familiarity with the music for the 
day. Interest was stimulated by the use 
of hymn stories, by calling attention to 
the meaning of different stanzas, by 
tying hymns to familiar Scriptures and 
especially to their own experience. One 
officer’s duty was to find out ahead of 
time the subject of the pastor’s sermon, 
so a suitable selection could be made to 
fit in with his theme. 

Emphasis was laid on the message of 
the song, and every effort made to in- 
terpret this sincerely and clearly. “Will 
the people understand what we are sing- 
ing?” was the constant challenge. 


NE Sunday the congregation was 

startled to read in the bulletin a 
challenge from the junior choir. “Can 
you guess which memorial window our 
song today fits?” Looking up at the win- 
dows, they discovered that each was dis- 
tinguished by a different Scriptural sym- 
bol—a_ sheaf of grain, a cluster of 
grapes, a cross and crown, and the like. 
For several Sundays the choir selection 
suggested one of these — “Bringing in the 
sheaves,” “Must Jesus bear the cross 
alone?” Names of those handing in cor- 
rect answers each week were published 
in the bulletin the following Sunday, 
and both congregation and choir were 
stimulated to a new appreciation of their 
church as well as the hymns. 

To seat the choir, a convenient bal- 
cony in the rear of the auditorium was 
utilized, and a small reed organ intro- 
duced, so the children need not be sep- 
arated far from their instrument. In 
other churches, the choir may be seated 
in the front pews at one side, or, where 
a balcony extends along the sides, in the 
balcony near the front. 

“Won’t the children misbehave in 
church, if they sit all together?” some 
of the adults wondered. The answer to 
this was to. keep them constructively oc- 
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cupied, with little ma, mk 
or mischief. Juniors love diaries, so 
each choir member was given a home- 
made, loose-leaf notebook, “My church 
record.” Each Sunday a new sheet was 
given to be filled in during the service, 
as the children participated. There were 
blanks to fill, as, “We sang stanzas —— 
of hymn No. —— at the opening”; “The 
Scripture reading was chapter ——, 
verses from the Book of ——.” 
“What I liked best in the sermon was 
There were also places to check 
their participation in the worship, as, 
“I sang all the hymns,” “I took part in 
the responsive reading,” “I prayed in my 
heart, with eyes closed, while the min- 
ister was praying.” These sheets were 
handed in and checked by the director. 
Colored stars were awarded, according 
to merit. Although not absolutely elim- 
inating the discipline problem, _ this 
device reduced it to the minimum, and 
directed the attention of the children to 
the real purpose of their presence and 
the importance of personally sharing in 
the worship. 





OON the choir felt the need of robes, 

to add dignity and to iron out any 
embarrassing inequalities in dress. A 
sacred concert, with an offering, secured 
money to buy material, and needle-wise 
mothers did the sewing. Encouraged by 
their first concert, the children planned 
to make it an annual affair, and through 
the offerings were able to send delegates 
to a Christian camp for a week’s summer 
conference, 

“All work and no play” is no more 
healthful for junior choirs than for the 
proverbial “Jack.” The choir parties and 
picnics were keenly enjoyed, and, ‘of 
course, open only to faithful members. 
Here again, parental co-operation helped, 
supplying places for entertainment, re- 
freshments, and the like. 

Special contributions .made by the 
juniors included carol singing to shut- 
ins at Christmas; music for the young 
people’s Easter sunrise service and assist- 
ing in the pastor’s radio program. Dur- 
ing several months when the senior choir 
was temporarily disbanded, they han- 
dled the entire musical program for the 
morning services. 

What this small church did could easily 
be duplicated in any church that will 
make the effort. Almost the only essen- 
tial is a consecrated leader willing to 
take the time to work with children. 
Practically amy church can _ furnish 
enough children —this choir never in- 
cluded more than twenty, and often only 
seven or eight. Information about teach- 
ing children to stmg can be secured from 
books, or from the local public sehool 
music teacher, but common sense and 
experience will prove the best teachers. 
An accompanist, and a “choir mother,” 
or adult sponsor to help with robes and 
perhaps sit with the children on Sunday 
are desirable but not essential. If special 
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Puzzling Over the Theodore Myth in A.D. 3814 


Professor Gola's review of Dr. Kho's remarkable study of an American hero of 1900 (circ.) 


This article was prepared by the Rev. Charles DeWolfe Brower of Sanford, 


Florida, to show, in a _ fanciful 


way, 


how absurd are some of the 


arguments advanced by the higher critics for a multiple authorship of cer- 


tain books of the Bible. 


It appeared first in Bibliotheca Sacra of April, 


1919, and was reprinted in THE Sunpay ScHoot Times of September 20, 1919. 

It is reprinted again, as the International Uniform Lessons take up the 

study of the Book of Isaiah, in the hope that its obviously wrong conclu- 

sions regarding Theodore Roosevelt, well known to us historically as a per- 

son of many activities and contrasts, may show the foolishness of. arguing 
in the same vein for two or more Isaiahs. 


[The following pages, written by Pro- 
fessor Gola of Lhasa University, form the 
introduction to the revised edition of Dr. 
Budna Kho’s well-known work to be issued 
early in the spring of 3814. 

CHARLES DE WOLFE BROWER.] 

T AFFORDS me great pleasure to have 

the high privilege of supplying the 
foreword for the new and enlarged edi- 
tion of my esteemed colleague’s volume, 
which now appears under a slightly 
changed title. j 

Nine years have passed since the first 
edition of “The Theodore Myth” was 
issued. Its reception was most gratify- 
ing. It was adopted for supplementary 
reading in. the Tibetan secondary schools, 
and has had general circulation through- 
out Asia, while the demand from Africa 
has been larger even than was expected. 
On account of the results presented in 
the work, but also on account of the 
method of.approach and treatment of 
the subject, it has fully maintained the 
reputation of Lhasa University, and 
fulfilled the expectation of Dr. Kho’s 
friends. 

Meantime, the author has continued 
his researches, and, taking advantage of 
the liberal provision made by the Uni- 
versity for travel, has visited by airship 
the regions where once flourished the 
great cities of the American eastern 
coast. By use of deep-sea diving, and 
investigations among the people who 
still linger among the adjacent hills, 
he has procured additional data of 
marked value. He has, besides, had the 
co-oneration of the scholarly Professor 
Ma eu of the Zulu Philological Society. 
With this additional preparation and 
assistance and in view of the popularity 
of the first work, a new edition of “Theo- 
dore,” revised to date, was warranted; 
but ‘also, and emphatically, because of 
the attacks made>in recent years, and 
growing more bold, on the very histo- 
ricity of this ancient character. Maga- 
zine articles and addresses before the 
learned societies of Asta and Africa cul- 
minated in a volume which has at- 
tempted to discredit the results of Dr. 
Kho’s work, The revised work appears 
with the title, “The Student’s Theodore.” 

It remains for me to present only a 
few comprehensive statements regarding 
the problem to the solution of which my 
learned associate has given so much pro- 


found study for many years, with such 
satisfactory results. 

Accepting the historicity of the re- 
markable man,. Theodore, who lived 
about two thousand years ago, as proved 
by voluminous testimony, the problem 
was to isolate the real personality of the 
ancient American from the mass of tra- 
dition which had gathered about him; 
in a word, to reveal reality. The pecu- 
liar difficulty of the problem is apparent 
when we consider the evident fable ele- 
ment and quantity of contradictory mate- 
rial in the different accounts of this 
startlingly influential person who had 
such a powerful effect on the life of his 
day. Too much credit can hardly be 
given to scholars like Chan Su, Amura, 
fEltzer, who have skillfully untangled 
many knots, and shown what material 
belongs to the periods of the age to 
which Theodore belonged, say 1800 to 
1950, proving that the so-called varia- 
tions of the language must represent the 
periods, and were not contemporaneous. 
That the Bostonesque was the prevailing 
tongue throughout America seems clear, 
though Chan Su admits that in parts of 
the far West, and South, there were 
trifling variations as late as 1900. Much 
study has also been given to a strange 
rival of the Bostonesque used by an 
intermingling race called “Fan,” widely 
distributed, the language being inter- 
woven with the prevailing one. The dis- 
cussions of the famous Journal Sporting 
Pages, with attempts at decipherment, 
can be found in Professor Chan Su’s 
interesting work. 

The extreme difficulty attending the 
unraveling of the Theodore material is 
found principally in the fact that it pre- 
sents this person as five distinct. charac- 
ters: hunter, statesman, warrior, author 
and editor, and reformer. It will be 
evident at once that it is antecedently 
improbable, even impossible, that any 
one person could have lived so many 
and incompatible lives, especially as the 
records present Theodore as excelling in 
them all. The tradition-myth element is 
at once apparent. 

In the treatment of the material Dr. 
Kho has wisely separated the various 
narratives, following the plan of his first 
“life,” in. which the different presenta- 
tions were given in different inks; but 
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in this latest work he has gathered the 
substance of the material from ajj 
sources and classified it under initials 
By this simple system H represents the 
hunter narrative; S the statesman; Ww 
the warrior; 4 the author and editor, 
and R the reformer. It has been found 
difficult, however, always to isolate the 
narratives as clearly as could be desireg, 

Dr. Kho rejects the theory of Altzer 
that there were at least four Theodores, 
holding that the one was so influentia] 
in one or more directions as to have, as 
years passed, other characters attributed 
to him. In that age it was not rare for 
men in one walk of life to be given titles 
as honors or rewards without reference 
to the special accomplishments of the 
recipients in the direction indicated by 
the title. So.“Colonel” was a name often 
borne by non-military men; LL.D. or 
D.D., by business or simply wealthy men, 
Such titles, often inapplicable, would 
come in time to be accepted as indica- 
tive of reality. 

As regards the H, or hunter, narrative, 
which relates the slaying of many wild 
animals, the ancient historian puts the 
story in Theodore’s own mouth for the 
sake of vividness. This H character can 
undoubtedly be traced still further back 
several thousand years to the Hercules 
myth which describes the world-wide 
roaming of that hero, and his labors in 
killing many beasts of ferocious sort in 
distant lands, including the Nemean lion, 
It would be entirely natural for the ad- 
mirers of Theodore to attach every pos- 
sible element of greatness to his life. 

Taking up the W, or warrior, narrative, 
we meet at once with many contradic- 
tions. Some of the sayings attributed to 
Theodore advocate peace, though not 
peace at any price, but are sufficiently 
strong to show that he could not have 
been the dashing fighter which many 
accounts suggest. The combination of 
peacemaker between nations and war- 
rior in one person is, to use again an 
appropriate phrase, antecedently im- 
probable. There is a most interesting 
tradition recently brought to light by 
Dr. Kho which bears on this subject, 
and which was found in some barely 
decipherable papers, to the effect that a 
battle was fought at a place named Ar- 
mageddon. This story, which embodies 
parts of a song used by the troops, is to 
the effect that a general named Wilson 
routed the forces of Theodore with great 
slaughter, and that the latter soon after 
retired to practically semiobscurity. This 
tradition probably was originated to re- 
flect discredit on Theodore, and there- 
fore would bring no support to the claim 
that he was a great warrior. Other facts 
emphasize how truly he was a man of 
peace; such, for example, as the beat- 
tiful sketches of the love borne him by 
children. For some long period favorite 
dolls were called “Teddies,” a pet name 
for Theodore. These dolls were imita- 


(Continued on page 821) 





SEFSRPRSSSE VES S bee [OT 


— 7 
= 


PSL SSSTSTRES EE REF . BEBE 


FE, FREE 


Lesson for October 2 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* (7) 817 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





N LATIN AMERICA.—After long, 
| laborious, and prayerful labors, Mr, 

and Mrs. Maxwell Lathrop, working 
among the Tarascan Indians of Mexico, 
are beginning to reap. Recently el-ven 
were baptized — with two last year, the 
first fruits. One of the first baptized was 
Tata Ijinio, who had planned to kill 
the Lathrops when they first went among 
the Indians. Now he is a brother be- 
loved. Another, Tata Eliodor, was one 
of the most lawless drunkards in town, 
his wife constantly beaten, and his chil- 
dren in filth and rags. Tata Calixto, a 
third, was an example of all the vices. 
“Many a time I have put medicine on 
his wife’s bruises after a brutal beat- 
ing.” Tata Martin, a great sinner, could 
not at first get up courage to be bap- 
tized, fearing he might fall back into 
sin. 

“The two young men who were bap- 
tized last year baptized the others as we 
sang the Lord’s songs and rejoiced in 
His power and love.” 

Those who have read “The Monk Who 
Lived Again” will be glad to hear that 
this Peruvian ex-monk, Dr. Walter Mon- 
tano, is now on a three-months’ evange- 
listic tour in Mexico, Central and South 
America. In Colon (Panama) he ad- 
dressed a large audience in the Arena 
de Colon auditorium. In Lima ‘and 
Arequipa he has had excellent meetings 
with many conversions. 

Mr. A. W. Webb (Apartado 2790, Mex- 
ico City), who is a missionary of the 
Brethren and engaged in business in 
Mexico, writes of the establishment of a 
Bible training school in the Mexican 
capital for the education of lay workers 
who wish to be more efficient in Gospel 
testimony. Seminaries there are for train- 
ing Mexican pastors, but equipment of 
lay evangelists is also needed. The Bible 
school has now, at the start, twenty 
keen students. It is directed by Mr. 
Espinosa, a former Methodist pastor, a 
competent and spiritually minded man. 
On the board of directors are Mr. Pente- 
cost of the Inter-Varsity movement in 
Mexico; Mr. Phillips of Child Evange- 
lism; Mr. Huegel, a missionary whose 
praise is in all the churches; Mr. Baro- 
tio, a Baptist layman; Mr. Rodriguez, 
Successful Presbyterian businessman: 
amd Messrs. Webb and Harris, Open 
Brethren and businessmen. The school 
how meets in the rooms of Mr. Pente- 
@ost’s home, and needs a house where 
Classes can be held. 

British Information Service, at Rocke- 


feller Center, issues an official economic 
survey with foreword by Sir Stafford 


Cripps which makes mention of various 
exports to the United States — woolens, 
motorcars, trac‘ors, textile machinery, 
adding, “not, of course, forgetting Scotch 
whisky, the biggest dollar earner of 
them all.” 

In his presidential address to the 
British Baptist Union, the Rev. S. W. 
Hughes declared it a mockery to repeat 
the Christian prayer for daily bread 
while 1,500,000 acres of precious land 
are plowed up for beer barley. I sup- 
pose Mr. Cripps realizes this, but the 
politically powerful drink interest 
hypnotizes all governments to the point 
of paralysis in this matter. 


M. René Pache is a Swiss lawyer who 
has just published a volume of five hun- 
dred pages on “The Return of Jesus 
Christ.” This event, he says, is pre- 
dicted in 319 passages in the New Tes- 
tament, a fact ‘which gives it an im- 
portance hardly less than that of the 
birth and death of our Lord. It is a 
book free from polemic and fantasy, of 
evangelical spirit, one more of the in- 
creasing number which point to the end 
of the age and the signs which indicate 
it. Its call is “to warn all while it is 
time, love all men, and to endure all in 
the name of Him who is coming.” 
(Emmaus Press, Vennes-sur-Lausanne, 
Switzerland, 9 Swiss francs.) 

M. Antomarchi of Southern France, 
after remark'ng on the accumulating 
signs of the times pointing to the Lord’s 
reappearance, asks: 

“How .can one explain that among 
all these eminent brethren at Amster- 
dam! not a single one arose to cry out 
to the world, Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Upharsin? 

“How can one explain it that in the 
statements which concluded these mem- 
orable. [World Council] meetings, there 
was no cry of alarm over the tragic 
condition of the church and the world, 
in view of the coming terrible Day of 
the Lord? 

“Far be it from us to set ourselves 
up as judges, but we have pondered 
over the fact, and have been able to 
find only three reasons for this failure 
to speak: 

“Either unacquaintance with the pro- 
phetic Word, 

“Or unbelief in its declarations, 

“Or fear on the part of our brethren 
of that which would follow a frank 


1 Pastor Antomarchi refers to the World 
Council of Churches, and perhaps did not 
know that a protest and cry of alarm was 
raised in Amsterdam by the International 
Council of Christian Churches.—Ed. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


and categorical statement, based on~ the 
prophecies regarding the time in which 
we live. , 

“To tell the truth, to conceal nothing 
regarding the imminence of the Church's 
Rapture and the withdrawal of the Holy 
Spirit from the earth, nothing regarding 
the terrible Day of the Lord — would be 
to risk facing derision, irritation of the 
worldly, and mockeries, 

“They have not dared to cross this 
Rubicon, 

“What responsibility was on the re- 
ligious leaders of the Church. Oh, if 
they had been attentive to the pathetic 
apostrophe in Ezekiel: ‘If thou dost not 
speak to warn the wicked from his way, 

. his blood will I require at thine 
hand.’” 

In this twilight hour of the world’s 
history and of Christianity, let us hold 
fast to the eternal promises and ask 
of God discernment of spirit and clear 
vision of his will regarding (the head- 
lines of the Amsterdam Conference !) 
“Man’s disorder and the design of God.” 


The University of Chicago was estab- 
lished by Baptists to be a great Chris- 
tian university in the Middle West. It 
has been anything but that; rather has 
it been a hearth of unbelief. Now it is 
discovered in another light. The Rev: 
Raphael Simon, a Jew converted to Ro- 
manism, attributes his conversion to 
studies made at the University of Chi- 
cago under Professors Adler and Mc- 
Keon and President Hutchins! 


Oscar Zimmerman, the head of: the 
Immanuel Mission to Seamen in San 
Pedro and the world over, came from 
Austria and was converted in the United 
States. His son, of the same name, has 
volunteered for mission work on the 
Upper Congo under the Africa Inland 
Mission. He was given to the Lord be- 
fore his birth for missionary service and 
trained in the Bible Institute of Les 
Angeles. 


Mr. Fulton Oursler, one of the many 
senior editors of the Reader’s. Digest, was 
baptized in the First Baptist Church in 
Baltimore, went off into unbelief, and, 
finally, after years of tending swine. in 
the far country of negation, has landed 
in the Church of Rome. He tells, in the 
Christian Century, of these wanderings 
and arrival. He does not relate his alco- 
holic fellowships in Romanism as speaker 
at Catholic rumsellers’ guilds, broad- 
caster for Feigenspan brewery, and mem- 
ber (with Dr. Fosdick) of the National 
Committee for Education in Alcohol, 
which collects funds for its propaganda 
in New York saloons. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. OCTOBER 2. THE CALL OF ISAIAH 


Isaiah 6; printed text, verses 1-10 
Golden Text.—I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? Then said|, Here am!; send me.—Isa. 6:8 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the 
temple. 

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. 

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Hely, holy, holy, is the 
Lorp of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of un- 


6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live ¢eoaj 
in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall ] 
send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 


clean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lorp of hosts. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
E ARE now to enter upon a study 
V V of the two great prophets, Isaiah 
and Jeremiah. The one has often 
been designated the Evangelical Prophet, 
because of the plain Gospel declarations 
which abound in his Book. The other 
is known as the Weeping Prophet be- 
cause of the grief that he endured as he 
saw his people suffering under the hand 
of God because of their having turned 
from Him to the idols of the surrounding 
nations. While both of these divinely 
inspired seers brought before the people 
the enormity of their sins and called 
upon them to forsake their evil ways 
and get right with God, yet Isaiah’s mes- 
sage was one of hope and confidence as 
he looked on to the coming of the Branch 
of the Lord (Isa. 11:1), the Messiah, 
whose Kingdom was to supersede all 
others. Jeremiah, while he, too, spoke 
of the Branch (Jer. 33:15) and predicted 
the final triumph of righteousness, was 
much more occupied with the judgments 
awaiting those who refused to bow be- 
fore God and acknowledge their trans- 
gressions. Today we speak of a message 
of judgments and bewailing the iniquities 
of the people as a jeremiad. These 
books are the first two of four which we 
call the Major Prophets, as distinguished 
from the twelve Minor Prophets. The 
words “major” and “minor” are not used 
to appraise the value of these prophetic 
writings, for all are equally inspired by 
the Holy Spirit of God, but they refer 
to the length of the first four books as 
compared with the brevity of the twelve 
later ones. It is an interesting fact that 


Isaiah might be called a miniature Bible. 
There are sixty-six chapters in this Book, 
and sixty-six books in the Bible. Isaiah 
divides into two parts, as does the Bible 
into the Old and New Testaments. The 
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first part has thirty-nine chapters and 
the Old Testament has thirty-nine books. 
The second part has twenty-seven chap- 
ters and there are twenty-seven books 
in the New Testament. 


The Historical Setting 

Isaiah lived in the eighth century be- 
fore Christ and prophesied during the 
days of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah. He was of princely ancestry. 
Jewish tradition says he was sawn 
asunder and it is possibly he who is 
referred to in Hebrews 11:37. Jeremiah 
flourished about a century. later, proph- 
esying in the closing days of Judah’s 
history, during the reign of King Josiah 
and his successors, right on to and into 
the period of the Captivity. He was a 
priest, whose home was in Anathoth, one 
of the Levitical cities. We do not know 
the circumstances of his death. 


Verse by Verse 

Verse 1—“In the year that king Uz- 
ziah died I saw also the Lord.” The 
word “also” seems to imply that Uzziah 
had seen a vision of God, perhaps as he 
endeavored to rush past the priests into 
the sanctuary, as'a result of which he 
became a leper (2 Chron. 26:16-19). The 
rash king remained a leper until the day 
of his death. Isaiah’s vision of God took 
place in Uzziah’s last year. 

Verse 2.—“Above it stood the sera- 
phims.” These glorious beings are the 
messengers of grace, as the cherubim 
are of judgment. They are said to have 
six wings, whereas the cherubim have 
but four (Ezek. 1:11). With two of 
these the seraphim veil their faces be- 
fore the divine majesty. With two they 
cover their feet and with the other two 
they fly on errands of mercy. 

Verse 3.—“One cried unto another... 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.” 
Thus they worshiped the triune God, 
whose glory fills the universe, though 
often unrecognized by sinful man, 


and used by permission. 


Verse 4.—“The posts of the door moved 
. and the house was filled with 
smoke.” The sanctuary was moved by 
the voice of the seraphim, as the fra- 
grant incense filled the Temple as with 
a cloud of smoke. 


Verse 5.—“Woe is me! for I am un. 
done.” The. effect of the revelation of 
God’s infinite holiness upon the soul of 
Isaiah was to give him a deep sense of 
his own corruption and vileness and of 
the sinfulness of all about him, so that 
he cried out in confession, acknowledg- 
ing his uncleanness. 


Verse 6.—“Then flew one of the sera- 
phims.” When one takes his true place 
before God as a confessed sinner, there 
is always an answer in grace. The ser- 
aph ‘took a coal from off the glowing 
altar, where the sacrifice was being 
offered up to God, typical of the redemp- 
tive work of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
sped swiftly to the man who owned his 
guilt in order that he might be freed 
from his unrighteousness. 


Verse 7.—“Thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged.” That live 
coal told the story that the fire of judg- 
ment had burned itself out upon the sac- 
rificial victim. It was the testimony that 
atonement had been made, so when it 
touched Isaiah’s lips, the seraph declared 
his iniquity was taken away and his sin 
purged: even as in God’s due time 
Christ was to make purification for sin 
upon the cross, that all who appropri- 
ated His work by faith might be purged 
from every guilty stain. 


Verse 8—“Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” God looks for 
messengers among those who have been 
cleansed from their sins, to carry His 
Word to others. So after Isaiah was 
purged from his uncleanness there came 
the call for consecration of life on the 
part of Isaiah, who responded immedi- 
ately by saying, “Here am I; send me.” 
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Lesson for October 2 


It meant that henceforth he was to be 
God’s mouthpiece to Israel and Judah. 

Verse 9.—“And he said, Go.” Commis- 
sioned to fulfill the prophetic office, Isa- 
jah was given to understand that it was 
no easy task to which he was appointed 
He was to go to a willful, disobedient, 
and gainsaying people, who would to a 
large extent resent his message and re- 
fuse to obey. Yet he was responsible to 
give them the Word of the Lord what- 
ever their reaction to it might be. So it 
is with God’s servants today, whose 
‘commission is to preach the Word, 
whether men receive it or turn away 
from it. Results must be left with God. 

Verse 10.—‘Make the heart of this 
people fat”; that is, unresponsive. If 
people do not give heed to the Word of 
God, it has a hardening effect upon 
them. The same sun that softens the 
wax hardens the clay. So we some- 
times speak of people becoming Gospel- 
hardened, which simply means that they 
have become unresponsive to the preach- 
ing of the Word because of persistent 
refusal to obey. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Isaiah’s call should have a voice for 
us all. He was just one, that day, of 
those who thronged the Temple as the 
service of God ‘went on. But to him it 
was given to look far above the earthly 
sanctuary into the heavens, when he be- 
held Jehovah in His glory and majesty, 
high and lifted up. The effect was to 
reveal his own utter unworthiness in 
such a way as to lead to confession of 
his guilt, and God answered by giving 
the testimony that brought pardon and 
cleansing. Now Isaiah was ready for 
consecration to life service. This is ever 
the divine order. 


Lesson Outline 

1. A vision of God (vs, 1-4) 

2. The realization and confession of per- 
sonal unworthiness (v. 5) 

3. The message of propitiation (vs. 6, 7) 

4. The call to comsecration of life (v. 8b) 

5. The immediate response (v. 8c) 

6. Commissioned as Jehovah’s messen- 
ger (vs, 9, 10) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The effect of coming into the presence 
of God is always a recognition of one’s 
own sinfulness and worthlessness. It 
‘was so with Job (Job 42:5, 6); with 
Abraham (Gen. 18:27); with Peter (Luke 
5:8), and with countless others. It is 
when one takes this place of repentance 
before God that he is in a position to 
appreciate and appropriate the matchless 
grace of God to one so vile. So long as 
aman justifies himself God can only 
condemn him. When he condemns him- 
self God stands ready to justify him. 


Summaries and Applications 
No man is fit to become God’s mes- 
Senger to others until he has been in the 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. September 25.—The Psalms We 
Sing Psalms 23; 42; 46; 90; 121; 148 
Next Week's Lesson 


2. October 9.—The Moral Basis for 
True Worship. Iseiah 1:10-20: Jeremiah 7 








presence of God Himself and known His 
saving grace. 

God is glorified when His truth is pro- 
claimed, whether men receive or refuse 
it; but each one who hears the Word is 
responsible to obey it, 

It is a very serious thing to hear the 
Gospel of God and to fail to accept it in 
faith because each time it is rejected the 
heart becomes harder and the conscience 
less sensitive. 

God can put no higher honor upon a 
redeemed sinner, than to send him forth 
as His messenger to a world lost in dark- 
ness and waiting for a word from Heaven 
to show the way of life and peace. 


Winona LAKE, IND. 


we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J.C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HE Book of Isaiah is the work of how 
many authors? 

2. How, then, do conservatives ac- 
count for the differences of style and feel- 
ing of chapters 1 to 39 and chapters 40 to 
66? 

3. Does the vision of chapter 6 constitute 
Isaiah’s call to the prophetic office? 


4. Why should this experience come to 
Isaiah after he had been prophesying for 
some time, rather than before he began? 

5. In what respects was Paul’s vision in 
Acts 22:17, 18, like this of Isaiah's? 

6. Who are the seraphim? 

7. What struck Isaiah with a sense of his 
uncleanness? 

8. Why were the lips specially brought 
to mind? 

9. How are verses 6 and 7 often errone- 
ously referred to in prayer? 

10. What two aspects of the call to min- 
istry are clearly brought out in verse 8? 


(Answers on page 820) 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
merciful Father, whose glorious power 
and holiness awe the hosts of Heaven, 
grant us the reverence that befits Thy 
majestic might, and Thy perfect purity. 
Give us, too, the gratitude Thy mercy 
should inspire. We thank Thee that “the 
sons of ignorance and night may dwell 
in the eternal Light. through the eternal 
Love.” That love comes to us in every 
daily mercy, but we see it most in Him 
whom Thou hast sent to be our Saviour. 
Help us so to yield ourselves to Him that 
the fullness uf His saving power may be 
seen in us. We confess that we have not 
known Thee, nor loved or served Thee 
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as we ought. The things of earth have 
filled our thought, and trifles of the 
passing hour. Today, let eternal things 
displace the crowding things of time, 
and may the vision of God, a true sight 
of ourselves, and a fresh sight of our 
Saviour all be ours. Lift the eyes of all 
men from earth to Heaven, from sin to 
Christ, from themselves to Thy service. 
Bring earth’s sin and sorrow to an end, 
and let Thy glorious Kingdom come, 
through Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today’s lesson re- 
minds me of a prayer chorus every Sun- 
day school should know. Listen to its 
requests: 

Make the Book live to me, O Lord; 

Show me Thyself, within Thy Word; 

Show me myself, and show me my Saviour; 

And make the Book live to me. 


Here we pray for three things God did 
for Isaiah. First is the vision of God. 
“Show me Thyself,” says the chorus. 
Isaiah saw the Lord “high and lifted 
up,” saw His heavenly majesty and 
glory. saw how God is reverenced and 
worshiped in Heaven. And when God's 
Word really lives for us, we, too, shall 
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see in it the majestic glory and holiness 
of God. There can be no true worship 
and no great living without a sight of 
the power and purity of God. Pray that 
God may show Himself to you through 
His Word. When He does, the next part 
of the prayer will be answered, “Show 
me myself.” No one ever sees himself 
as he really is till he sees himself in the 
light of God’s perfect purity. That 
sight of God made Isaiah cry, “Iam... 
unclean .. .” When we see how pure 
and holy is God, we see by contrast how 
unclean and sinful are we. Then it is 
that we feel our need of a Saviour, The 
chorus has it in the right order, “Show 
me Thyself ... show me myself... 
show me my Saviour.” First Isaiah saw 
the Lord and thus he saw his own un- 
cleanness, and then he saw God’s way 
of pardon and cleansing. Isaiah's cleans- 
ing came by the altar of sacrifice, and 
that altar pointed to Christ and His sac- 
rifice for us. When we trust*in His re- 
deeming blood, we, like Isaiah, will have 
the assurance of our forgiveness. Only 
after the threefold vision of God, of 
himself, and of His Saviour could Isaiah 
hear and answer God's call to serve, 
And if we would serve the Lord, we 
must first know Him and His saving 
power. 
Vancouver, B. C., CAN. 


w 


How can we expect ‘that God should 
speak by us if we never heard Him 
speaking to us?—Matthew Henry. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then said I, Woe is me!” (Isa. 6:5.)— 
For years I have allowed three one- 
syllable words to impress me with the 
important contents of this marvelous 
chapter of the Holy Scriptures. They 
are: “Woe,” “Lo,” and “Go.” The “woe” 
of sin, the “lo” of salvation, and the 
“go” of service. 

In this fifth verse, we have the first of 
these three words. As a result of Isa- 
iah’s vision of the exalted and glorified 
Lord Jesus Christ, he is made conscious 
of his sin“ulness and cries: “Woe is me! 
for I am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips . . . for mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of. hosts.” (That 
it was the Lord Jesus whom he saw, 
John 12:41 definitely declares.) 

A heart sight of the enthroned Lord 
in Glory is sufficient to give an Isaiah, 


yes, even a Daniel, a consciousness of» 


his natural condition. What once ap- 
peared “comeliness” turns into corrup- 
tion; and one’s fancied strength van- 
ishes (Dan. 10:8). 

When the Apostle Peter witnessed a 
demonstration of the Lord’s power in 
the sea, he cried, “Depart from me; for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was 
astonished ... at the draught of the 
fishes which they had taken” (Luke 5: 
8, 9). Saints as well as sinners need 
this revelation of what they are in them- 
selves, P 

Describing this experience Martin 
Luther said, ‘“‘When a man like me comes 
to know the plague of his own heart he 
is not miserable, he is misery itself; he 
is not sinful only, he is absolute sin it- 
self.” And the godly Samuel Ruther- 
ford said: “When I look at my own sin- 
fulness, my salvation is to me my Sav- 
iour’s greatest miracle. He has done 
nothing greater in Heaven or on earth 
than my salvation.” 

Once, when Alexander Whyte was ad- 
dressing an audience, he astonished 
them by saying that he had found the 
name of the most wicked man in Edin- 
burgh and had come to tell them. Then 
bending forward, he whispered, “His 
name is Alexander Whyte!” He looked 
down into his own heart and spoke, and 
his word “was with power. (British 
Weekly.) 

“Lo, this hath touched thy lips” (v. 7). 
—Here we have the second of our sim- 
ple words. “Lo” has the significance of 
“Behold!” The brazen altar stood in 
the court of the Temple; and a live coal 
was taken from it and brought to the 
prophet. The fire from which it was 
taken was active in it still. It was, we 
may say, still suffering the judgment of 
the fire which consumed the sacrifice. 
It is thus that “iniquity is taken away,” 
and “sin purg 

Isaiah lived in the days of animal sac- 
rifices—each one of which pointed to 
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the coming of the perfect sacrifice, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Strange as it may 
seem, the very Throne-sitter in Glory 
whom Isaiah in vision saw, made the 
gigantic stoop from the Throne to the 
Cross (Phil. 2:5-8). His blood is of suf- 
ficent value to put away sin. And “who- 
soever believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins” (Acts 10:43). “I write 
unto you, little children,” said the 
Apostle John, “because your sins are 
forgiven you for his name’s sake.” 

A Christian, in speaking to a man who 
seemed eager for salvation but who had 
great difficulty in understanding that 
forgiveness is the free gift of God, said, 
“Now suppose I were to go to a shop 
and purchase something for you and 
pay for it, and tell you to call for it, 
need you take any money with you?” 
“No,” said the man brightening up, “it 
would be paid for.” “Need you make 
a promise to pay at some future date?” 
“No,” he replied, “I should have it for 
nothing.” “So it is with forgiveness. 
The Lord Jesus has paid the full price. 
He has had the wrath, the pain, the pun- 
ishment; yes, all that sin deserved. He 
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bore it all. He paid the whole. He 
bought forgiveness with His precious 
blood, and now He gives it freely to all 
who take Him at His word.” “Yes,” 
said the man, as his eyes filled with 
tears, “I see it now; it is forgiveness for 
nothing! Forgiveness for nothing! 
Christ has bought it, and He gives it to 
me !” 

“And He said, Go, and tell this people” 
(v. 9).—“Go” is the last of our three 
easy but important words. It is the “go” 
of service. The sin-convicted and purged 


prophet receives his commission and the’ 


message to be given to Israel. He had 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” (Notice in passing this reference 
to the Trinity — “Who will go for us?” 
See Gen. 1:26; 3:22; 11:7.) His ready 
response was: “Here am I; send me.” 

The Lord Jesus, in His high-priestly 
prayer, said, “As thou hast sent me into 
the world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world.” In that sense every be. 
liever has been sent. As the Apostle 
Paul looked out over the world and said: 
“TI am debtor” and “I am ready,” so 
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lesson for October 2 


should each Christian. Thank God for 
all who have heard a special call and 
received a special commission for a 
special phase of service; but we also 
thank God for all who are seeking to 
do something to spread the name and 
fame of the Lord Jesus. 

Isaiah’s message was a message of 
judgment; but ours is the joyful news of 
the Gospel of Christ. Did not our Lord 
say, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me”? 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Lashets § giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 

the conditions upon which illus- 
ees are accepted may an had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. 8 d for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
[lustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not J clip ed from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables. eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit Pthe total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 


To What Key Are You Pitched?—I 
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me 
(Isa, 6:8, Golden Text). A traveling man 
entered a store where fine glass and 
chinaware were sold. Addressing the 
proprietor he said, “I would like to pur- 
chase all the glasses that you have in 


your store which are pitched in the key 


of ‘A."” The proprietor looked amused, 
and said, “My friend, I don’t buy glasses 
here because of their musical qualities, 
so I am not able to select the ones which 
possess the proper key which you de- 
sire!’ The traveling man opened his 
gtip and took out a tuning fork; when 
he struck it against the counter, every 
glass on the shelves that was pitched to 
the key “A” immediately responded to 
the tuning fork. So, in the Christian 
heart, the souls of all such as are born 
of God will respond when the voice of 
Jesus calls for devoted service for Him. 
—From the Gospel Herald. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


“Unless There Are Flaws.”—And one 
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory (Isa. 6:3). David 
said, “But thou, O Lord, art ... my 
glory.” We, too, may say of our won- 
derful Lord that He is our glory. Some- 
one has said: “We are but mirrors to 
teflect the glory of God. A mirror never 
calls attention to itself unless there are 
flaws.” Since our Lord is such a won- 
derful Lord, may we seek to reflect His 
glory at all times, and in all places.— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
A, E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Afraid To Be TOO Holy.—Holy (Isa. 
6:3). The leading Christian worker 
in a prominent church said of his vicar, 
“He is a splendid man, a hard worker, 
and zealous of good works, but he does 
hot think it policy to be too holy.”—From 
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the C. P. Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


When We Know Perfectly Well.—Then 
said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips (Isa. 
6:5). A minister once prayed, “Help 
us, Lord, to do what is right when we 
do not know what it is; but help us most 
when we know perfectly well what we 
ought to do and do not want to do it.” 
How many of us know what God wants 
us to do but don’t want to do it—From 
the Quiet Hour, Sent by Emma Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 


Living in the Coalbin.—Then said I, 
Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts (Isa. 6:5). In another 
state I was visiting a young married 
woman, a prospect for my Sunday school 
class. She informed me that she had no 
need of the church, that she was as good 
as she wanted to be and if she were any 
better she would be perfect and she did 
not want to be perfect. I knew at once 
that she had not seen the Lord. She 
refused to let us offer a prayer in her 
home. Dr. Josef Nordenhaug says: “The 
vision of God made Isaiah acutely aware 
of his own sinfulness and of the sinful- 
ness of his age. . . . It is ever thus 
when we see God. Our awareness of sin 
increases in direct proportion to our 
nearness to God. Our sensitiveness to 
sin is like our sensitiveness to dust. It 
depends on where we find it. We never 
sweep the coalbin, but we sweep our 
rugs,and dust our furniture. And we 
are still more particular about our din- 
ner dishes. And if in the operating 
room of some hospital the surgical in- 
struments would be found soiled when 
the surgeon needs them, an investiga- 
tion would be started to determine who 
was responsible for such gross negli- 
gence. Those who say that they are not 
aware of any particular sinfulness sim- 
ply live in the coalbin of life.. Paul 
declared himself the chiefest of sin- 
ners and the greatest saints who have 
lived on this earth have left us word 
that in their experience of nearness to 
God they felt like Peter did when he 
said to Christ, ‘Depart from me; for I 
am a sinful man.’”—From a personal 
experience and Religious Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 
Prize illustration, 


Why He Could Not Understand.—Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see 
ye indeed, but perceive not (Isa. 6:9). 
I was greeted with a perfect torrent of 
words by an excited young man who 
waited for me before our upstairs chapel 
in the financial district of New York 
City. “If the Bible is God’s Book, as you 
people affirm, why didn’t He write it in 
plain language so ordinary people could 
get it? I am a college graduate. They 
never did set a textbook .before me that 
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I could not after awhile pass a credit- 
able examination upon; but your Bible 
has me beat. I have asked that question 
of thirty other ministers, and none of 
them could explain it to my satisfaction.” 
In a calmness that really surprised me, 
I smilingly replied, “Why, that is easy 
—the answer is in the Bible itself.” I 
turned to 1 Corinthians 2:14 and started 
to read slowly: “‘“The natural man’” — 
turning to my questioner, I said, “Does 
that fit you?” “Why, of course! I’m not 
a freak—I’m a red-blooded man and 
proud of it. ‘Natural man?’ Sure!” 
“All right then, I’ll read on. ‘The natu- 
ral man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God . . . they are foolishness 
unto him.’” “That’s just what I said,” 
he replied, “are you sure you're reading 
that straight?” “Read it for yourself,” 
and I pointed to the text. “ ‘Neither can 
he know them.’” “That’s too much”! he 
argued, “that God purposely caused that 
Book to be written so a fellow with the 
degree of intelligence I have would be 
prevented from getting a grasp of it.” 
I told him it was made unknowable so 
men of his caliber could see that it was 
a matter of divine, not human origin, and 
that that was a miracle in itself. He 
was still very indignant about it all, and 
said that settled it for him. I told him 
that wasn’t all, and read on about its 
being “spiritually discerned.” From that 
I showed him the necessity of the new 
birth and the need of a Saviour, ending 
up with confessing as taught in Romans 
10: 9, 10. Before we parted, on the cor- 
ner of Broadway and Fulton Street, he 
took my hand and with deep emotion 
took Christ as his Saviour. From that 
moment the Scriptures unfolded God’s 
grace to him in a remarkable way. 
—From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Resigned and Re-Signed.—And he said, 
Go (Isa. 6:9). Dr. Thomas T. Villiers 
says, “I once heard John Robertson 
speak. He told us that a year before he 
had felt he must leave the ministry. 
He said, ‘I struggled all night in prayer 
with God about’ the matter, and about 
the time the eastern light began to 
stream in the windows, I said, “O God, 
here is my commission; I resign.” But 
God, in His infinite mercy, said to me, 
“My son, you need not resign your com- 
mission. I will re-sign your com- 
mission.” And ever since then I have 
been preaching under a re-signed com- 
mission.’”"—From the Wonderful Word. 
Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles; 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





816 (12) * 
REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Open throughout year 
Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


" FOLDING CHAIRS 





° Ins 
ee BANQUET TABLES 


i \ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
\ J. PR. REDINGTON &CO. 
DEPT. 69 SCRANTON = PA. 











$8.75 


Thumb-Indexed 
Edition $10 


The Casmplele 
L- CONCORDANCE — 


The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling” applied 
to silver. Here is the standard reference 
work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG'S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE. 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible is to own a Bible Library in a 
single volume. The 1809 pages comprise 
the equivalent of four books. First, the 
Main Concordance, containing in alpha- 
betical order, every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which that word appears, 
Then, there is a Comparative Concord- 
ance of the Authorized and Revised ver- 
sions, including certain American varia- 
tions. This is followed by a concise He- 
brew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pro- 
nunciation clearly indicated And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament. 

All this wealth of material, to which a 
hundred scholars gave a lifetime of effort, 
may now be yours, to treasure and to use, 
for only $8.75 (or indexed edition for 
your convenience, just $10). 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


Please Send Me: 
Strong's Concordance [“] $8.75 [] $10 





Name 


a 
| 
$ 
; Address. 
t 
t 
1 
! 
1 
1 
y 
t 








City. State. 
S._Baclosed 


If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount. 


ease eee eee 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, now that we have com- 
pleted three months’ study of the 
Psalms, we enter upon the fourth quarter 
of 1949 to study two of the great prophet- 
ical books of the Bible, Isaiah and Jere- 
miah. Here are two of God’s stalwarts. 


Their lives and service extended over 


about 175 years of Israel’s history just 
prior to the crumbling of their nation 
and the Babylonian captivity. If the 
Jewish people had lived up to the teach- 
ings of these two faithful servants of 
God, they would doubtless be the strong- 
est nation on earth today; but they 
would not. Thus Jesus wept over their 
disobedience: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate” (Matt, 23:37, 38). 

Isaiah came first, then Jeremiah, both 
witnessing for God under fierce trial 
and opposition. They suffered much, 
They were both martyrs in the true 
sense of the word, and Jewish tradition 
tells us that Isaiah was “sawn asunder” 
by Manasseh. But their work remains, 
and these two great books of their writ- 
ings and prophecies remain to this good 
day to bless you and me with divine 
wisdom and teaching. 

Our first lesson tells us how Isaiah was 
called to the high service God designed 
for him. He says, “In the year that King 
Uzziah died I saw . . . the Lord.” at 
caused him to cry out, “Woe is me! for 
I am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” 
(Isa. 6:1, 5). 

When Isaiah “saw the Lord”— although 
he was already a prophet—it caused 
him to see his own unclean self. It 
humbled him and made him usable for 
the high service which God had for him 
to do. Then it was that the Lord touched 
his lips with a coal from off the altar, 
and he became a flaming, intrepid, un- 
surrendering witness for his Lord. 

Now, fellows, we are apt to look 
too lightly upon this statement that 
Isaiah saw the Lord. We might think, 
“Oh, yes, that is not surprising; Isaiah 
was a prophet of olden time who was 
to write one of the great books of the 
Bible; of course, he would have a vision 
like that.” It might not occur to us that 
you and I can see the Lord. Yet that 
very thing is possible. He has many 
ways of showing Himself to us, and 
wants to do it—if only you and I will 
let Him. He says, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you: for 
every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth” (Matt, 7:7, 8). 
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“When thou saidst, Seek ye my face: 
my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord. 
will I seek. Hide not thy face far from 
me” (Psa. 27:8, 9). 

It is a spiritual vision, fellows, which 
is far more definite, more convincing 
and more satisfying than any sight of 
the physical eye. Jesus shows Himself 
to us in His Word. Get by yourself with 
your Bible and the Holy Spirit will re. 
veal Jesus Christ to you in such a way 
that you will never get over it —if you 
really want to see Him and will ask 
Him to show Himself to you. And when 
you see Him in that way you will have 
very much the same experience that 
Isaiah had. He will not only reveal Him. 
self to you, but He will touch your spirit 
with something that so warnis your heart 
you will have a message—a _ glorious 
message — and you will have to tell it! 

If Isaiah had not seen the Lord, you 
and I would not have the instruction ang 
the inspiration of this wonderful Book 
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today. If unfortunately you should miss 
seeing the Lord, as He has so abundantly 
made provision for, you will have a very 
dull time in. trying to be a Christian, 
and you may be a “dud.” 

I could see God tonight, 

If only my heart were right; 

If all the rubbish of my soul 

Were cleared away — my being whole — 

My heart would fill with glad surprise 

At all the wonder in my eyes— 

Tonight ! 

I could see God tonight, 

If only my dull heart were right; 

And in the radiance of His face 

I'd flame with light, and fill this place 

With glory —that all might know 

God walks with men down here below — 

Tonight ! 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
ISAIAH ANSWERS Gop’s CALL 

IX-YEAR-OLD Edith was in her 
usual place at Sunday school when 
something happened. The teacher was 
telling the children that the Lord Jesus 
died for their sins. He was good. He 
had never done anything wrong, but He 
had to die because of their naughty ways. 
He died so that they might be forgiven. 
The teacher said: “The Lord Jesus hung 
on the cross with nails through His hands 
and His feet because of your naughty 
tempers, because of the bad words you 
have said. The Lord Jesus loves you. 
He was willing to die so that you might 
be saved and go to Heaven some day.” 

Edith saw the Lord Jesus hanging on 

_ that cross dying for her. She could not 
help loving Him. She said, “Thank you, 
Lord Jesus, for dying so that I could be 
saved.” When Edith went home from 
Sunday school that day she said, 
“Mother, I am _ saved.” Her mother 
thought that she was too little to know 
what she was talking about, but she soon 
found out that little Edith was saved. 
She really tried to please the Lord every 
day. Edith has been grown-up for a 
long time but she says the vision she had 
of the Lord Jesus when she was six 
years old is just as real to her as if it 
had been yesterday. 

The day you first saw the Lord Jesus 
by faith, dying for your sins, was the be- 
ginning of your new life. And I ven- 
ture to say that the measure of your 
usefulness to God today is in proportion 
to the time you have spent “looking un- 
to Jesus” since then. 

Today we are reading about the call 
of Isaiah. Read verse 1 of chapter 6 
and find out what Isaiah says happened 
to him. Where was he when this took 
place? How do you know that he was 
in the Temple? When did Isaiah see 
this vision? 

We do not know how old Isaiah was 
at this time but he must have been quite 
young because he prophesied for more 
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than sixty years afterward. It is signif- 
icant that Isaiah had this vision the year 
that King Uzziah died. 

Uzziah -was one of the greatest kings 
of Judah. He became king when he was 
only sixteen, and he reigned fifty-two 
years. In the early part of his reign 
King Uzziah was obedient to God and 
had great victories. He conquered the 
Philistines and the Arabians and all his 
other enemies. He built towers and dug 
wells. He had much cattle and many 
vineyards. He had a great army with 
the finest equipment then known. But 
after he had achieved greatness and 
fame, he became proud and decided to 
be the religious leader of Judah as well 
as its king. He went into the Temple to 
burn incense. God had said that no one 
but a descendant of Aaron could do this. 
King Uzziah was of the tribe of Judah. 
While he was in the act of disobedience, 
God smote him with leprosy. He hur- 
ried out but he was a leper all the rest 
of his life and had to live in a house by 
himself instead of going back to the 
palace. And he was never able to go 
back into the Temple again, either. 

What a lesson this was for all the 
people of Judah! Their great king had 
been punished instantly for his disobe- 
dience to God. This would give them 
a little idea of the awfulness of sin. 

In the year that King Uzziah died 
Isaiah had this vision of God. He saw 
the Lord “high and lifted up.” He saw 
the seraphim covering their faces in the 
presence of the Lord. He heard them 
say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts.” As Isaiah realized something of 
God’s holiness, what effect did it have 
upon him? (He saw his own sinfulness.) 
Of what particular sin was he convicted? 
(Sinning with his lips.) What hap- 
pened next? 

After Isaiah was cleansed, what did 
he hear the Lord say? Sometimes people 
say that they have never heard the 
Lord’s call to service for Him. Maybe 
it is because they have not been cleansed. 
We are not ready to serve the Lord until 
we have been cleansed from every 
known sin, 

As soon as Isaiah heard the call, what 
did he say? Then God gave him his 
commission. Notice four things begin- 
ning with C that came as a result of 
Isaiah’s vision of the Lord, (1) Convie- 
tion (“I am a man of unclean lips”). (2) 
Cleansing (By means of a coal from off 
the altar). (3) Consecration (“Here am 
I; send me”). (4) Commission (“And he 
said, Go”). 

The late Dr. Glover of the China In- 
land Mission once said that some Chris- 
tians get as far as to hear God’s call and 
to answer imthe first three words, “Here 
am I,” but they would not add, “send 
me.” Dr. Glover said they stopped after 
saying, “Here am I,” and he added, 
“Sure enough there they were.” But 
if they had only said to God, “Send me,” 
He would have used them in His service. 
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. enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” 

(Assignments for next week: (1) 
Joyce, please bring to class next Sun- 
day the dictionary definition of “wor- 
ship,” (2) Donna, please find out what 
kind of city Sodom was, from Genesis 
1% 13, Genesis 18: 20, 21, and Genesis 19: 
24, 25, (3) Mary, please find out why 
God forsook the Tabernacle of the Is- 
raelites which was in Shiloh, from Psalm 
78: 55-60.) 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Isaiah, God’s Helper (Isa. 6:1-8) 


RAISE ye the Lord.” I want to 

hear that wonderful song of praise 
from all Heaven and earth again. Won't 
you read aloud with me Psalm 148: 1-13? 
Just imagine having a peek into Heaven 
to see all His angels praising Him! A 
young man had a chance something like 
that one time. Only instead of being in 
Heaven, the Lord was on a throne in the 
Temple — His house. The young man 
saw the Lord; he heard the seraphim 
(explain that these are heavenly beings, 
different from angels) praising Him. Do 
you know what they said? Listen and 
see if you can picture the praising sera- 
phim while I read the young man’s story 
(Isa, 6:1-3, beginning with “I saw,” and 
substituting “two” for “twain”). Loud 
was the voice of praise, so loud it shook 
the building. “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord.” But the young Isaiah could fiot 


join in that song of praise of a holy God. | 


Why? His lips were not holy, instead 
they had spoken many a wrong word. 
He had lived among sinners; he was a 
sinner himself. Yet his eyes had looked 
upon -the holy Lord, so holy that even 
the perfectly good seraphim were not 
good enough to look upon Him but cov- 
ered their eyes. In shame and fear Isa- 
iah shrank back saying (quote v. 5). 
God knew Isaiah was not good enough. 
God had a way to fix Isaiah. By the 
Temple was a big altar where an animal 
— picturing the death of the Lord Jesus 
—had that day been killed and burned 
for the sins of the people. Watch one of 
the seraphim while I read (vs. 6, 7, sub- 
stituting “washed away” for “purged”). 
Isaiah’s lips were now clean; his eyes 
were clean; his ears were clean, so he 
could hear the Lord say, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Promptly 
he answered, “Here am I; send me.” 
Perhaps you remember in Psalm 14 
one way the things on earth praised the 
Lord was by doing what He said, “ful- 
filling his word” (v. 8). So Isaiah's 
praise was in obedience and helping. 
The Lord gave him a hard job—to 
preach to people who would not listen, 
to keep on preaching until the people 
were punished for not listening. 
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hope we do not have that kind in our 
Sunday school class— those who won't 
pay attention to God’s Word!) So 
Isaiah became a preacher, a prophet, to 
give God’s messages to the people. 

Our last set of lessons was Bible songs 
for choir and congregation. Now after 
the songs we are going to listen to the 
sermon. If you are good listeners to the 
sermon lessons, you may some day be 
called to be one of God’s helpers, too. 
“We are labourers together with God” 
(1 Cor. 3:9), Paul says. But first, like 
Isaiah, you must be cleansed, for your 
lips have said bad words; you aren't fit 
to speak or look or listen to God — not 
until the Lord Jesus has touched your 
life and made it clean. It is Isaiah in his 
first written-down sermon, who says, 
“Come now, ... saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow” (1:18). So let us ask 
Him to do that for us now. Then it may 
be that even boys and girls will hear 
His voice to do something for Him, and 
you can answer, “Here am I; send me” 
(Isa. 6:8, Memory Verse). 

We will make little scrolls to copy the 
names and references, for you to take 
home, of other helpers God spoke to: 
Moses (Exod. 3:1-12); Joshua (Josh, 1: 
1-9); Gideon (Judges 6:11-23); Samuel 
(1 Sam. 3:1-20); David (1 Sam. 16:1, 6- 
13); Peter, Andrew, James, John (Matt. 
4:18-22); Paul (Acts 22:6-16). (Matches 
or lollipop sticks may serve for rollers. 
A strip of paper 2 by 8% inches is suffi- 
cient for each roll.) Next Sunday we 
shall have a quiz game to see if you 
know how God called these men and 
what He wanted them to do. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OU will not get to first base with 
the children during this quarter un- 
less you make Isaiah and Jeremiah real 
people to them. The history and proph- 
ecy is too far over their heads to try to 
explain it in any detail, but you can 
make two men seem real to them. Prob- 
ably the gravest mistake we make as 
teachers of Beginners and Primaries is 
that we talk over their heads. Their 
vocabulary is very limited, and their 
knowledge of geography does not extend 
much beyond their own town or perhaps 
to Grandma’s house, a hundred miles 
away. Even though they stand on the 
seashore and you tell them that far 
away, hundreds of miles across that 
Ocean there are Chinese and Japanese 
children living, it doesn’t register. Just 
last week at Santa Cruz I tried to tell 
my five-year-old granddaughter Jeanette, 
and she looked wise, and then asked if 
it was as far across the ocean as ‘it was 
home to Modesto — only a little over one 
hundred miles, 
You can locate Palestine for them on 
the-map, but it is still just a funny look- 
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ing scrawl on a piece of paper, so don’t 
waste time on it. But you can tell them 
that long ago, and incidentally, they love 
a story that begins that way. Long ago 
in the land of Judah there was a man 
whose name was Isaiah, and whose 
father’s name was Amoz. He was a great 
prophet, the greatest writing prophet. 
In those days the people didn’t have 
Bibles as we do, but God spoke to men 
whom He chose and told them what He 
wanted them to say to the people. Some 
of these men just spoke to the people 
and told them God’s message, and others 
wrote the messages down and we can 
read them in our Bibles today. Isaiah 
is one of the great books of the Old Tes- 
tament, and we can read it and know 
what he said to the people of Judah 
thousands of years ago. 

In that country they had kings, and 
Isaiah spoke to these kings as well as to 
the people. He lived a long time, while 
at least four kings ruled his country. 

He was just an ordinary man until one 
day when God spoke to him, and called 
him to be a prophet. He had a wonder- 
ful vision. He saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, and God’s glory filled the Tem- 
ple. He saw the glorious heavenly be- 
ings that are always before God’s throne, 
and heard them cry out, “Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of hosts.” And the 
same thing happened to him that hap- 
pened to other men who had visions of 
God’s glory: he was ready to fall on his 
face, because he was a sinner. 

That’s what happens to even a boy or 
a girl who lets the Lord Jesus come into 
his heart. He sees how naughty and sin- 
ful he is, because the Lord shines into 
his heart and shows up all the dark sin- 
ful places. He is really the Light of 
the world. 

Isaiah cried out that he was a sinner, 


and one of the seraphim flew with a. 


live coal from the altar and laid it on 
his lips, and told him his sin was cleansed. 
That was in his vision. We do not have 
to have that done to us, for we have the 
Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross 
for our sins. Isaiah lived before Christ 
came. 

Then God asked, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?” And Isaiah 
answered, “Here am I; send me.” 

That is just the answer God wants 
from each one of us, big and little, when 
He asks for somebody to take the Gos- 
pel story to those who have never heard 
it. What little boy or girl is going to 
say to the Lord Jesus this week, “Here 
am I; send me to the children around the 
neighborhood that never go to Sunday 


school”? 


Who is going to say, “Here am I, 
Lord; here is my money to send out the 
Gospel to Japan and China and Africa”? 

Which one of you is going to say, 
“Here am I, Lord; ready to do what 
You want me to do, every day of the 
week”? 


FELTON, CALIF. 
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FLANosLor for your flannel board. Pictures printed 
in full color, mapnoed with lesson script features. 
Two scenes for each lesson stressing Evangelistic ap- 
peal for the International Uniform Lesson. Also avail- 
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A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 813) 

1. Liberal critics claim two or more, but 
conservatives hold to the unity of the 
Book. 

2. The likenesses are as great as the dif- 
ferences, and the differences are easily at- 
tributable to the varied topics. Tennyson 
is not the same in “In Memoriam” as in 
“The Charge of the Light Brigade.” 

3. No. He had been prophesying during 
the reign of Uzziah. (See Isa. 1:1; 6:1.) 

4. Many a man realizes his need of spir- 
itual enduement after some experience of 
the ministry much more than when he 
enters it. Hudson Taylor, D. L. Moody, 
and many others had comparable experi- 
ences. 

5. (a) It came in the Temple; (b) it was 
ecstatic in its. nature; (c) it issued in a 
confirmed commission. 

6. All we know is from this vision. They 
are “fiery ones” who wait upon the throne 
of God. A similar word is used of the 
fiery serpents (Num. 21:6) (Int. Standard 
Bible Enc.). 

7. The vision of the holiness of God. 

8. Because a prophet’s lips are his in- 
strument of ministry. See also James 3: 
1-12. 

9. They are often taken as the equiva- 
lent of anointing rather than cleansing. 

10. God’s sovereign act of sending, and 
the servant's offering of himself to go. 

WHEATON, ILL. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 2 
1. Keeping Ourselves Fit 
(Luke 2:52; 1 Cor. 3:15, 17; 2 Tim. 2:3-7) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


WO mistaken ideas regarding the 

human body have troubled Christians 
down through the centuries. One is that 
everything that has to do with the phys- 
ical body and with the senses is neces- 
sarily evil and must be repudiated, and 
that the body itself must be afflicted and 
disciplined in order to keep it subserv- 
ient to the spirit. This philosophy is ex- 
emplified by those who shut themselves 
away from life in monasteries and nun- 
neries, who deny themselves the ordin- 
ary comforts and simple pleasures of 
life, who sleep on hard beds and eat 
nothing but the simplest of foods, and 
who even sometimes physically torture 
their bodies in the hope that thus their 
spirits may grow, or that they may thus 
acquire spiritual -merit. 


Now it cannot be denied that there is - 


a cértain element’ of truth in such a 
philosophy. Paul speaks of keeping his 
body under (1 Cor, 9:27); and of endur- 
ing hardiiess (2 Tim. 2:3). ‘But the 
thought here is not that of punishing or 
afflicting the body because it is evil, but 
of keeping it in control so that the senses 
may not crowd out the spiritual life and 








1949 


September 17, 


so that it may be fit and ready for diffi- 
cult tasks when neccssary, 

For example, a proper amount of com- 
fortable and restful sleep is good, and 
there is no virtue in sleeping on spikes 
or on a hard bed. But neither must we 
lie in bed in the morning when we 
should be up and busy about appointed 
tasks at school or at work, or about the 
home. 

Likewise, in the matter of food, whole. 
some and appetizing food is a good thing, 
but it is possible to overindulge to the 
extent that we incapacitate our bodies 
for the work they have been designed 
to do. ye 


God’s Word does not teach us that the 
physical body is something to be des- 
pised or afflicted because it is evil. God 
made these bodies of ours and in Psalm 
139:14 we learn that they are fearfully 
and wonderfully made. When God 
created Adam’s body and that of Eve, 
He made them perfect and good. It is 
true that sin has damaged these bodies 
of ours and impaired them, but some 
day God will restore them to the state 
of perfection in which they were created, 
Meanwhile they are not to be abused and 
cast aside and treated as something that 
is worthless, or useless, or vicious. 

se 

The second mistaken idea that some 
have had concerning the physical body 
is that it belongs to man to do with as 
he pleases, and no one has the right to 
check or admonish him when he abuses 
or misuses it. We sometimes hear Chris- 
tian young people speak as if they had 
this idea concerning their bodies. God's 
Word makes it very plain that this is 
not the case. In the words of our Scrip- 
ture lesson in 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 17, 
we are told that the bodies of believers 
are the temples, or dwelling places, of 
the Holy Spirit, and that those who de- 
file their bodies must give an account 
to God. 

We defile these temples when we per- 
mit in them anything that is unworthy 
of the holy and pure God whose temples 
they are. We are likely to think of 
such defilement as limited to the use of 
alcohol, or drugs, or indulgence in im- 
pure acts. It is just as possible to defile 
God’s temple with impure thoughts or 
with excessives other than alcoholics or 
drugs. Those who eat excessively, or 
who drink otherwise harmless things to 
excess, or who read trashy or filthy lit- 
erature are equally guilty of defiling 
their bodies. « 


In First Corinthians 6:13, we learn that 
these bodies of ours are given to us 4s 
a stewardship. They do not belong to 


us, aS we sometimes like to think that 
they do; they have been bought with 
a price, the price that the Lord Jesus 
paid on Calvary that we might be re- 
deemed. We have no right, therefore, 
to abuse them, or misuse them. 

Does this remind us that sometimes-we 
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have indulged in otherwise wholesome 
exercise to that degree that has meant a 
real abuse of these physical bodies of 
ours; or that we have denied them rest 
and sleep, in order to indulge in some 
needless pleasure; or that we have neg- 
lected or abused these bodies by mis- 
using our eyes, or by failing to observe 
simple rules of hygiene and cleanliness. 
% 

The Christian way is that prescribed 
in Romans 12:1 and 2, where Paul urges 
every believer to “present,” or turn over, 
or yield his body as a “holy, acceptable, 
and living sacrifice to God,” so that He 
may use it completely for His own pur- 
poses, and so that each believer may be 
transformed, and may know the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God. 
Have you turned over your whole being 
to God in this way, and are you look- 
ing to Him to direct you in your use 
of it? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Puzzling Over the Theodore Myth 
in A.D. 3814 
(Continued from page 810) 


tion bears to indicate the expression of 
affection by hugging, a natural way of 
children with dolls, and an attribute ac- 
credited to bears. 

As to the 2, author and editor, narra- 
tive, while’ there is a voluminous mate- 
rial, it is clear that different writers as- 
sumed the name of Theodore either for 
the sake of the reputation attaching to it, 
or because the writings covering a long 
period would permit of the appearance 
of several of that name. Dr. Kho is of 
the opinion that the real Theodore did 
considerable writing, but as books as 
well as brief articles are ascribed to 
him, and often of an exceedingly variant 
character — as, for example, sensational 
tales of hunting, histories, sociological 
essays, descriptions of fights, tales of the 
border, accurate studies of the character 
and habits of animals — much will have 
to be eliminated. The learned professor 
is now at work compiling the productions 
which a conservatively liberal point of 
view may accept as Theodore’s own. 
The variations in subject, style, and lan- 
guage make this an easier task than one 
might think; for, given Dr. Kho’s schol- 
arship and a predetermined idea as to 
what Theodore’s style, language, and 
thoughts were or ought to have been, 
order is soon resolved from chaos. As 
regards the editor Theodore, a fact mil- 
itating strongly against the view that 
such a position is to be attributed to him 
is that he is represented as in the back- 
ground, a secondary personage, asso- 
tiated with, or subordinate to, other 
editors. This is so wholly inconsistent 
with all that we know about Theodore as 
to make the entire narrative untrust- 
worthy. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL FIMES 


As to the R, or reformer, narrative, it 
is evident that there was abundant 
reason for reform work in Theodore’s 
day, and the records seem reliable which 
place him at the front of certain move- 
ments; as, for example, the one to abolish 
the drinking customs of society. There 
is good ground for accepting the records 
of his appearance in the country far west 
of New York as an advocate of temper- 
ance, 

Coming to the S, or statesman, narra- 
tive, we are on surer ground than is as 
a rule the case with the others, as Dr. 
Kho makes clear to his readers: Ref- 
erence only in this foreword can be 
made to the fact that ‘Theodore was at 
one time governor, or president, as the 
chief ruler was called, of that part of 
the continent named the United States, 
and that he was an efficient and com- 
manding personage, fond of rural life 
and table delicacies, as his frequent re- 
tirement to a place famous for its shell- 
fish would prove. 

So, too, Theodore has been confused 
with a king in England. This was pre- 
vious to the invasion of that land by a 
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Christian Sanatorium 


Wyckoff, New Jersey 


WANTS 
at least TEN Trained Nurses 


AT ONCE 


Wages on par with best in Modern 
Hospital 


New plan to be instituted for a permanent 
well ordered Nursing Service. Christian 
Nurses! Give — to this work NOW! 
and be one of the first TEN on our enlarged 
staff, which claims your interest and will 
merit your devotion. 


There will be permanent work and good 
hours. Inquire IN PERSON, BY MAIL, BY 
PHONE. Address: 


Supervisor of Nurses — Christian Sanatorium 
Wyckoff, New Jersey Tel. HAwthorne 7-2816 


For our employees we now have a pension 
plan, Hospitalization, and group insurance, 
and we offer home surroundings unexcell- 
ed. Churches please copy. 
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Piercing the Iron Curtain 


The European Evangelistic Crusade, through its weekly broadcast over 
the world’s most powerful long wave radio station, Radio Luxembourg, is 
continuing to be in the forefront of the spiritual battle. 
in many European nations are being blessed. 
Help us to give Europe the Gospel now! 


Send for a free copy of THE VOICE OF EUROPE 


Multiplied thousands 
Pray for this vital ministry. 


EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 


JAMES A. STEWART, General Director 


139 Alfred Street, Sarnia, Ontario, Canada 
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"The Answer to 
sor 
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Our Church Music Problem!”. . . 


wrote a pastor from New York State 


“The unanimous opinion of my people is that it is 


the best ALL PURPOSE hymnal we have ever had.” 
It's a BIG BOOK, with 448 selections. More than 
2000 churches are now using this book. That indi- 
cates its worth! Your church deserves the BEST! 


$92 


50 per hundred, not prepaid. 
For Free examination copy, SEND COUPON 


RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 


Name of Church 
Song Book used now. 


Sacred Music Publishers 
107 Ninth St Winona Lake, Ind. 


Send free examination copy CHURCH SERVICE 
HYMNS 
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FREE 


to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunder Scheel 
or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “GOD’S LOV- 
ING MONEY for each family in his congregation, 
roviding he will agree to give a talk on Tit NG 
efore distribution. Write, stating number of leaflets 
desired, to 


TITHER nines’ California 
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The RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
107 Ninth Street Winona Lake, Ind, 


What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 

lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 




















Scripture Choruses 


by Robert Harkness 
One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 


Attractive gray paper book, 75 cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

















Hho 
Two Christmas Plays 


By Elizabeth McFadden 
TIDINGS OF JOY 


Theme: A present-day Joseph and Mary with their 
baby are to be evicted from their home on Christinas 
Eve. Parts: 12 boys (may be reduced to 6 by combin- 
ing minor parts), 6 girls, extras only if desired. Time: 
40 minutes. Scene: plain interior. Costumes: ordinary 
, or Scout uniforms. usic: lovely old carols. 
“Its strong plea for friendliness and charity makes 
“Tidings of Joy’ particularly good for the purpose of 
raisingrelief money.’’—Review in the Girl Scout Leader. 


WHY THE CHIMES RANG 


Called “‘the Christmas standby,”’ has been played more 
than 8,000 times. Theme: A boy gives his heart with 
his good deed. Parts: 2 boys, 1 man, 2 women, 7 extras. 
Scene: simple interior backed by a vision of a chancel. 
Costumes: medieval. Music: very beautiful. 


Price, each play, 40 cents Royalty, $5.00 
SAMUEL FRENCH 
25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
7623 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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fierce race of destroying beings called 
“Suffragettes.” The claim that these 
were women is discredited by Dr, Kho 
because wholly contrary to the character 
of the female sex of those centuries, since 
we know that the women of the time 
had degenerated physically to a wasp- 
like stature, as shown by the colored 
plates representing them, and secured by 
deep-sea diving at the site of New York. 
The type of garments worn give sub- 
stantial grounds for supposing that be- 
fore the destruction of the cities the cli- 
mate had become remarkably warm. 

All these points will be found satis- 
factorily covered in the chapters which 
follow. 

After a thorough sifting of all the evi- 
dence, our scholar author concludes: (1) 
That such a person as Theodore lived; 
(2) That he was a statesman, and for a 
time president of the United States; (3) 
That all the accumulations of myths, 
fables, and other accretious are simply 
traditional corroborations of his forceful 
and wide influence and popularity, but 
that they must reverently but positively 
be laid aside. 

Y. Goia 

Lhasa University. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 


Hymn Stories of the 20th Century. By 
William J. Hart, D.D. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $1.75.) Evidently hymns are 
the author’s hobby. His alertness in 
spotting a news item with reference to 
the use of some of the great hymns gives 
evidence of it. Here are human interest 
stories centering around beloved church 
music. Some of the events mentioned 
are merely informational. Others are 
inspirational and tend to arouse in the 
reader a feeling of nostalgia, as he is re- 
minded of his own personal experiences 
in connection with the singing of hymns. 
The stories are nicely grouped under 
such headings as, “Morning Melodies,” 
“Sunset Songs,” “Hymns of Comfort,” 
“Songs of Childhood and Youth,” and 
the like. Everyone ought to read at least 
one such book as‘this. . It will create an 
awareness of the value and effectiveness 
of sacred music that will bring its own 
reward. 


Stories of Hymns We Love. By Cecilia 
Margaret Rudin. (John Rudin & Co., 
Inc., Chicago 5; $1.25.) A wealth of 
valuable information regarding many 
of our best-loved hymns has been gath- 
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ered together in this attractive volume, 
There are touching stories of how some 
well-known hymns came to be writ- 
ten, with sympathetic and revealing 
glimpses into the lives of their authors 
and composers. The writing is sprightly 
and full of human interest appeal, 
and the range of hymns extends back 
over four hundred years to Martin 
Luther’s Cradle Hymn, “Away in a 
Manger,” and up to the present time 
While the book will first attract as fas- 
cinating reading, also included is much 
additional information, such as the name 
and history of the tune as well as the 
hymn title, with the names and dates 
of both authors and composers. Each 
chapter opens with a bar of the hymn 
music in the ornamental heading. Facts 
regarding hymns and authors havé also 
been carefully and conveniently in- 
dexed. 
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The Children's Choir 
in a Small Church 


(Continued from page 809) 


choir books are not possible at first, the 
church hymnal is usually an unexplored 
mine of musical treasure, and less known 
hymns are often entirely suitable for 
choir use. The untrained director will 
find unison singing the best course at 
first, though children trained at school 
in part-singing will be helpful. Avoid 
over-ambitious numbers, and _ stick to 
Gospel songs and church hymns, secur- 
ing variety by combining, different treat- 
ment of special stanzas (e.g., boys on 
one, girls on another), and other simple 
devices. Remember the purpose is not 
to entertain, but to inspire, and empha- 
size singing in the Spirit, rather than for 
display. 

The cost of such a choir to the church 
is practically nothing, and the results in 
increased interest and church attendance 
on the children’s part alone will make 
the project worth while. This little New 
England church saw indifferent parents 
stirred to interest; habits of church at- 
tendance and reverent worship incul- 
cated in the children; and nearly every 
choir member led to make a public pro- 
fession of Christ. 


CoLtumsia, S. C. 


Hymns Inspired Amid Life's 
Daily Tasks 
(Continued from page 808) 


this hymn, said: “I am conscious of great 
satisfaction in the thought that I was 
permitted to write this hymn. I am glad 
that it was wa‘ted out. to the world on 
the wings of love and joy, rather than 
under the stress of great personal soI- 
row.” Certainly this hymn has touched 
the great, throbbing heart of humanity 
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because it first throbbed in the heart of 
the writer. 


«$ID RIGHTEN the corner where you 
are,” the Gospel song of Mrs, Ina 
Duley Ogdon, surely had its origin in 
a true-life experience. As a girl, Ina 
saw visions and dreamed dreams. But 
her well-made plans and cherished am- 
bitions had to be abandoned. She had 
an invalid father. Her dreams of reach- 
ing great audiences and swaying them 
by her eloquence in large auditoriums 
melted away and in their place she saw 
just one — her father. It was a struggle 
undoubtedly to reconcile her great am- 
bition and a humble task, but at last 
she found her peace in God’s perfect 
will. The transition from resentment to 
quiet resignation was made at last. She 
describes it in the little song so popular 
in the Billy Sunday revival campaigns: 
Do not wait until some deed of greatness 
you may do, 

Do not wait to shed your light afar, 

To the many duties near you ever now 
be true, 
Brighten the corner where you are. 


Just above are clouded skies you may 
help to clear, 

Let not narrow self your way debar 

Tho’ into one heart alone may fall your 
song of cheer, 

Brighten the corner where you are. 


_ PHILADELPHIA, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 


September 26 to October 2 


Mon.—Isaiah 1:1-9. The Choice of Israel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hear, O heavens, 
and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath 
spoken, I have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled against 
me.” Thus God declares that Israel is 
His chosen nation. . He calls them as He 
never has any other nation, “my people” 
(v. 3). And this people, chosen and be- 
loved for the Father’s sake, as also for a 
special divine mission, shall, after being 
refined as.silver, show forth God’s praise, 
Every Christian should pray earnestly 
for God’s Chosen People. Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem, 
Tues.—Isaiah 2:1-5. An International Vision. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths.” All nations 
shall be blessed through God’s blessing 
upon Israel. It does not look possible at 
present, but the zeal of the Lord of hosts 
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(Unaffiliated) 
of Atlantic City, N. J. 
North Carolina and Pacific Avenues 
One block from Boardwalk 
Activity Program for Children, Young: People, 
Young Business Girls and Adults includes 
Bible Clubs 
Supper Clubs 


Teas 
Youth Rallies 


Gymnasium Games 
Music Programs 
Christian Guidance 
Discussion Groups 
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“Confronting Young Women with the Living 
1} Christ." 
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degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 


Fall Term Opens September 19 
Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 


For full information, address: 
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CHRISTian IS OUR SPECIALTY 


God’s message to man over 1900 years ago was definitely CHRISTian. 
Our box of 21 Scripture Text Christmas folders have a CHRISTian 
message for to-day. They add spiritual ecstasy to the Christmas sea- 
son. Artistically designed and beautifully lithographed in seven tinted 
pastel shades. These Christ-honoring cards remind people that 
CHRISTmas is Christ’s birthday. Sell readily at $1. As Special Sample 
Offer we will send postpaid for $1. these 2] folders plus box of 
beautiful all-oceasion folders. 

We have just added to our line of 28 Assortments, a unique Christmas 
Gift Wrapping ensemble with religious designs. We also offer 25 
Scripture Text Christmas Letter-folders with full page for written 
message. Groups raise funds, agents make money selling our complete 
line of 30 assortments. Profit up to 100%. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
SHEPHERD’S TOWN CARD CO., Box 39 SHEPHERDSTOWN, PA. 








A TIMELY SERIES IN OUR HOPE 


By E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH, Litt.D., Editor of Our Hope 
and Editor of the Pilgrim Edition of the Holy Bible 


Beginning in the October issue . . . An Examination of the Various Theories as to the 
Time of the Translation of the Church in Relation to the Tribulation IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE SCRIPTURES. Introductory Offer... SIX BIG ISSUES... ONLY $1. 
Each issue: 64 pages of Editorials, Current Events, Bible Expositions; Questions and An- 


swers, Daily Messages, and many other features . . 


OUR HOPE — the “Magazine 
of Bible Exposition and Prophetic 
Information.” 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
SIX ISSUES... Only $1.00 
Limited Time Offer 


. all yours for six months... only $1. 


OUR HOPE MAGAZINE 
Dept. ST P. 0. Box 46 Waretown, New Jersey 


1. Gentlemen: Send me _ special six-issue offer (introducing the 
series: Re-Thinking the Rapture). Enclosing $1.00. 
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Missionary Students of Can- 


ATTENTION tonese! The new revised edition 


of the Cowles’ Pocket Dictionary of Cantonese, the 
language student’s- handbook, is now off the press. 
Price, $6.00 postpaid. Address Rev. R. T. Cowles, 
Waterford, California. 


-—Christian Greeting Cards— 


For SALE and for PERSONAL use 
Chri Birthday, forting, aging g 
of cheer to the sick, sorrowing, shut-in, etc. Many with 
BIBLE TEXT. BOXED assortments and in BULK. 
Geod profit. Write for Price List and sample. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


will perform this. Out of Zion shall yet 
go forth the Law, and the Word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. The promises of 
God are as sure of fulfillment as seasons 
shall return, and day follows night. 
Pray that the veil will soon fall from 
the eyes of God’s Chosen People. 


Wed.—Isaiah 3:1-15. National Confusion. 
Prayer SvuccestTions: “Jerusalem is 
ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their 
tongue and their doings are against the 
Lord, to provoke the eyes of his glory.” 





DID PROHIBITION PROHIBIT? 


The militant W.C.T.U. of today 
commands the respect and fear 
of organized liquor interests and 
the enthusiastic backing of its 
friends. Write the Treasurer for 
complete details of our safe and 
attractive Life Annuity Contract. 


A COORDING to the United 
States Department of Commerce, 
Uncle Sam in 1947 spent over 9,600,- 
. 000,000.00 dollars for-intoxicants, and 
only about three billions all told on our 


public schools. Yet now the profit- 
hungry beer barons are on the rampage 
again, Not satisfied with their world 
war golden “sales honeymoon” to mil- 
lions. of young GI's with the govern- 
ment their “boss sales manager,” they 
launch a new and ambitious propaganda 
campaign headed: - “To the 10,000,000 
younger men. who have never tasted a 

great glass of beer!” 


Sources of the above facts. cheerfully forthcoming upon request. 


Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise. (Prov. 20: 1.) 


Shall 
Liquor 
Enslave 


Our 
Boys 
and 
Girls ? 


Evidently, even before our hitherto 
unspoiled youth leave the portals of 
high school, they are to be started on 
the downward road via drinking parties 
and the modern saloon! 


F.B.I.’s chief Hoover states that the 
most dangerous age among males in 1945 
was 17. Youths jailed during the last 
year of the late war for violent crimes 
increased: for homicide, 29.3%; assault, 
30.5%; robbery, 28.2%; and rape, 
9.6%. Disorderly conduct and vagrancy 
also mounted 16.1%; auto theft, 
16.1%; burglary, 11.3%; and arrests 
for drunkenness, 24.3%. 


Tour copy 


of the new ‘‘Black Book of Repeal’’ will be promptly mailed upon request 


to Dept. T 


NATIONAL .. 


+ - 


WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION 


HEADQUARTERS: 1730 CHICAGO AVENUE, EVANSTON, ILLINOIS, U.S. A. 


Frances E. Willard 


FOR GOD AND HOME AND NATIVE 


LAND 


September 17, 1949 


Thus did Isaiah describe the great con- 
fusion that came to his sinning nation. 
And in this same way do other nations 
come into a state of great disorder. Our 
own nation as well as other great nations 
have not learned much from history. We 
pursue the paths of destruction as if 
they were a path of prosperity. Pray 
for your country. — 
Thurs.—Isaiah 6:1-8. God Calls a Leader. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Also I heard 
the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Then said I, Here am I; send me.” Isaiah 
saw the need apparently before he told 
the Lord he was willing to be His mes. 
senger. After the vision, came the voice 
of God, a sight of his own undone condi- 
tion, cleansing and commission, and 
power. Leaders for God are called thus 
today. Ministers and missionaries find 
the path of usefulness to God and man 
is that of emptying and filling. God's 
“Lo” precedes God’s “Go.” Pray for a 
new and deeper experience of God's 
grace for yourself and other believers. 
Fri.—Isaiah 6:9-13. God Guides Isaiah. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Go, and tell 
this people, -Hear ye indeed, but under- 
stand not; and see ye indeed, but per- 
ceive not.” God guided His prophet to 
hard-hearted people, and people of deaf 
ears and blurred sight. He gave His 
servant reasons for continuing until 
God’s purposes to the nation were ful- 
filled. Saving a remnant was the goal 
the prophet kept in mind. And we, too, 
must gather out of the nations a people 
for God’s honor and glory. Pray for 
grace to fulfill your “marching orders.” 
Sat.—Isaiah 59:9-15.. Looking for Light. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “We wait for 
light, but behold obscurity; for bright- 
ness, but we walk in darkness. We grope 
for the wall like the blind, and we grope 
as if we had no eyes.” Darkness is cer- 
tain to descend upon all who refuse the 
light of God. Israel has no light even 
though the Sun of righteousness visited 
them. We have light enough for present 
duty. Walk in the light while you have 
the light. Pray for the opening of blind 
eyes, and that many may be turned from 
the power of Satan unto God. 
Sun.—Isaiah 1:10-20. 
Repentance Comes First. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Give ear 
unto the law of our God.” Repent- 
ance is the soul’s response to God's 
gift of faith, Only God can give re- 
pentance. The light of the Lord must 
precede walking in the light. The 
heart.must be turned Godward before 
the feet will proceed in that direction. 
“O that there were such an heart in 
them, that they would fear me, and 
keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, and 
with their children for ever” (Deut. 
5:29). Pray for what Whitefield called 
“wet meetings” in which saints and 
sinners weep together, before the 
Lord, for their sins. 





